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Page 1 — Washington Letter, 
Miscellaneous articles.
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comment,State news,, etc.
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A FIRST-CLASS ADVERTISING MEDIUM IN THE MIDDLE SECTION OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY.
g  B . H O R S I N G , SI« D .,
Practising Physician,
O O L LE G EV IL LE , P a . Telephone in office. 
Office H ours un til 9 a. m.
M , Y. W EBER, M.
Practising Physician,
EVANSBURG, Pa. Office Hours : Until » 
a. m.? 7 to 8 p. m. Keystone ’Phone No. IT.
E . A. KBL'SEN, M.409  Cherry Street,
NORRISTOWN, PA.
HOURS, 8 to 9 
3 to 8 
T to 8
T elephones, Bell 301-x 
Keystone 159 
Sundays, 1 to 2 only.
D
R. N. I>. CORNISH,
DENTIST,
OOLLEGEVILLE, PA, 
Flnt-elaM Workmanship Guaranteed i Gas 
administered. Priées Reasonable.
Keystone ’Phone No. 81. Bell Phone, 37Y.
D
B . FRANK BRAM DRBTH, 
(Successor to llr. Okas, Ryekman.)
DENTIST,
BOYERSFORD, PA. Praetleal Dentistry at 
honest prices.
D R . EARL A. NELSON,
Osteopathic Physician.
Office: No. 246 FIRST AVENUE, P H ®  
NIXVILLE, PA. B e ll’Phone, 62L. Office 
Hours—8.80 a. m. to 12 m.; 2.30 to 6 p. m 
Graduate and Post-Graduate of Still College 
Of Osteopathy, Des Moines, Iowa.
Nervous diseases a specialty. Examinations 
ft-ee. Send for booklet.
M
AYNE R . LONGSTRETH,
Attorney-at-Law,
And Notary Public. ::: No. 712 Oroser Build­
ing, 1420 Chestnut St., Phlla., Fa.
Long Distance Telephone. House No. 6928. 
Also member of the Montgomery County Bar.
j i  W. SCHEUREN’S
SHAVING PARLOR,
OOLLEGEVILLE, PA.
jg y  Second D oor A bove R ailroad .
Finest grades of CIGARS and TOBACCO 
always on hand.
J J E N R Y  BOW ER,
Veterinary Surgeon,
o o l l e g e v iLl e , p a .
Bell ’Phone 23 x.
D ON ALI) A. ROYER,Civil Engineer. Surveyor.






p i  S. BOONS,
* SOHWENKSVILLE, PA.
Slater and Roofer,
And dealer in Slate, Slate Flagging, Grey 
Stone, etc. Estimates furnished. Wort con­
tracted at lowest prices. lloet
J O H N  J. RADCLIFF,
Rainterand Paper Hanger
F IF T H  A V EN U E, O O L L E G E V IL L E , PA.
A full line of wall paper and paint for sale. 
Your patronage solicited.
irom making any comments. lUr6e 
weeks after the operation, when the 
patient was about to be discharged, 
Dr. Velpeau called him aside and ex­
claimed: “Monsieur, I am extremely 
flattered and pleased to have been able 
to cure you. There is, however, a 
small formality with which you will 
have to comply before I can sign your 
exeat—that Is, you will have to sign 
a check for 10,000 francs In behalf of 
the public charity bureau of your met­
ropolitan district.” The patient’s face 
became livid. “You can do what you 
like about it,” continued the doctor, 
"but If you refuse all Paris will know 
tomorrow that the Marquis de D. 
adopted the disguise of a footman In 
order to secure free treatment at this 
hospital and to usurp the pla^s which 
belongs by right to a pauper.” Of 
course the marquis paid.—Argonaut.
J J E R B E R T  U. MOORE,
Attorney-at- Law,
ALBERTSON TRUST CO. BUILDING, 
806 Swede St.. Norristown, Pa 
Boll and Keystone’Phones.' 5-1*.
J O S E P H  S. KRATZ,
Attorney-at- Law,
1009 COMMONWEALTH BUILDING, 12th 
and CHESTNUT STREETS, 
Philadelphia.
Telephones.
o !>. EVANS,Attorney-at- Law,
828 SW ED E S TR EE T, N O R R IST O W N , PA- 
At residence, Limeriok, every evening.
Bell ’Phone 92. Keystone ’Phone, 27.
rjlHOM AS HALLMAN,
Attorney-at- Law,
828 SW ED E STR E E T , N O R R ISTO W N , PA .
Will be at his branch office In Odd Fellows’ 
Building, CoiLTOBvm.it, Pa., every evening 
from 7 to 10; Saturday afternoons from 1 to 5.
J  STROUD W EBER,
Attorney-at- Law,
No. 6 EAST AIRY ST., NORRISTOWN.
Oan be consulted every evening at his resi­




LOANS and INVESTMENTS, NOTARY 
PUBLIC. ROYERSFORD, PA.
^JH ARLES N. BARNDT,
ARCHITECT,
OOLLEGEVILLE, PA.
Plans and specifications carefully prepared. 
Patronage solicited. 2-7 •
POWER OF WATER.
Under Certain Conditions It le Prao- 
ticaily Irresistible.
When a man goes in swimming at 
the seashore and slaps the water forci­
bly with his hand or takes a back dive 
from a pier and lands squarely on his 
back he realizes that the unstable 
liquid offers qot a little resistance. 
Yet, says a writer in the New York 
Tribune, it would surprise almost any­
body to see what water will do under 
certain conditions.
A stream from a fireman’s hose will 
knock a man down. The jet from a 
nozzle used in placer mining in the 
west eats away a large piece of land 
In a day, toys with great bowlders as 
If they were pebbles and would shoot 
a man over the country as though he 
were a projectile from a cannon.
There is a story of an eastern black­
smith who went west and made a bet 
that he could knock a hole through 
the jet of one of these nozzles with a 
sledge hammer. He lifted his arms, 
swung the sledge and came down on 
the ten Inch stream with a force that 
would have dented an anvil. But the 
jet, never penetrated, whisked the 
massive hammer out of the black­
smith’s hands and tossed it several 
hundred feet away into the debris of 
gold bearing gravel beneath a crum­
bling cliff. After this the blacksmith 
left out Iron when he spoke of hard 
substances.
There is also a power plant near 
Durango, Colo., where a United States 
cavalryman one day thought he had 
an easy job In cutting a two, inch 
stream with his sword. He made a 
valiant attack. The result was that 
his sword was shivered In two and 
his wrist broken.
A little thinner Jet of water descend­
ing 1,600 feet to a manufactory at 
Grenoble, Spain, and traveling at the 
moderate speed of 100 yards a second 
fractures the best blades of Toledo.
Of course some people will not be­
lieve such stories without haying seen 
the thing, and one may think it a proof 
of the scientific imagination to say 
that an Inch thick sheet of water, pro­
vided it had sufficient velocity, would 
ward off bombshells as well as steel 
plate.
Nevertheless many persons while 
traveling have seen a brakeman put a 
small hydraulic Jack under one end 
of a Pullman car and lift twenty tons 
or so by a few leisurely strokes of the 
pump handle, and the experience of 
riding every day In a hydraulic ele­
vator tends to remove doubts of the 
magic power possessed by water hitch­
ed to a machine.
Th e  k r y p t o k  “ i n v i s i b l e ”BIFOCAL LENS.
Nothing has stirred the optical world like the 
advent of Kryptok “Invisible” Bifocals. They 
are made without cement. They are perfect. 
There are no other bifocal lenses like them.
A. B . PA R K E R , O ptielan ,
210 DbKALB STREET, NORRISTOWN.
E , S. POLEY,
Contractor and Builder,
TRAPPE, PA
Prompt and accurate in building construction. 
Estimates cheerfully furnished. 6-28
Ed w a r d  d a v i d ,P ain ter  and
Paper-Hanger,
OOLLEGEVILLE, PA. 49* Samples of paper 
always on hand.
The Storm Non  at Sea.
The picturesque name of storm nose 
(Gewittemase) Is given in Germany to 
the wave of high barometric pressure 
which often precedes a storm or a 
heavy squall. The barometer rises sud­
denly and then falls more gradually 
It Is believed that this phenomenon Is 
responsible for sudden changes In the 
level of the sea. Observations on the 
seas surrounding Denmark have led to 
the conclusion that the change of level 
thus produced sometimes amounts to 
no less than three feet.—Youth’s Com­
panion.
The Devil’s Knell.
Among the famous bells of Dews­
bury, Yorkshire, England, is one 
known as “Black Tom of Soothill,” 
which was presented to the church in 
expiation of a murder. “Black Tom” 
is always rung on Christmas eve. Its 
solemn toll’ng as It strikes the %rst 
tap at exactly midnight is known all 
over Yorkshire as the “devil’s knell,” 
It bein': the notion that when Christ 
was born the devil died. — London 
Standard.
Shut Him Up.
Baldheaded Gentleman (having his 
boots polished in a hotel)—Confound it, 
you take an abominably long time 
».bout it. Shoeblack—Yes, sir. It ain’t 
done so quick as when yon ’as your 
’air cut!—London Tit-Bits.
Do you wish to find out the really 
sublime? Repent the Lord’s Prayer.— 
Napoleon.
L
Famous Monarchs That Rivaled 
the Mighty Samson.
AMAZING FEATS OF MUSCLE.
The Emperor Maximianus Could Lift 
Three Men With One Hand—Augus­
tus the 8trong of Saxony Carried a 
Horse and Its Rider on His Back*
A CHARITY PATIENT.
The Price He Had to Pay For Expert 
Surgical Treatment.
The famous surgeon Velpeau was 
visited on? day at his house during 
the consultation hour by a marquis 
renowned for his closeness. Velpeau 
Informed the marquis that an opera­
tion was urgent and that the fee would 
amount to 4,000 francs. At this the 
marquis made a wry face and left A 
fortnight later Dr. Velpeau, while mak­
ing his rounds In the Hopltal de la 
Charite, had his attention attracted 
by a face that seemed familiar to him. 
In answer to his inquiry It was stated 
that the patient was a footman of a 
nobleman in the Faubourg St. Ger­
main. The surgeon found that his case 
resembled In every particular the 
somewhat unusual one for which the 
marquis had consulted him a fortnight 
previously. He refrained, however.
Curiously enough, a large percentage 
of the notably strong men of history 
have been of royal blood. One of the 
earliest of these royal athletes was 
Maximianus, called “Maximianus Her­
cules” because of his great strength. 
He was the son of a peasant and had 
an enormous physique. He became a 
common soldier and was finally made 
emperor by acclaim of his fellow sol­
diers during a stormy period of Ro­
man history.
Maximianus’ strength was prodi­
gious. It was said that on foot he 
could run down a fox, that he could 
lift three men with one hand and that 
by gripping the wheel of a chariot 
with one finger he could resist the pull 
of three horses. Like most men of 
great physical strength, Maximianus 
was a heavy eater. History records 
that his dally allowance was forty 
pounds of meat and eighteen bottles of 
wine.
Augustus the Strong of Saxony was 
another of these royal Samsons. He 
would often seize two of his courtiers, 
grasping one with his right hand and 
another with his left, holding them up 
at arm’s length and playfully twirling 
them about.
On one occasion the horse ridden by 
one of his attendants became balky 
and refused to budge. After some min­
utes of coaxing the king dismounted, 
placed his Herculean shoulder under 
the horse’s chest, grasping it by the 
fore legs, and calmly walked away 
with both horse and rider. This re- 
markable performance was witnessed 
by a number of courtiers and attend­
ants.
King Richard of England (“Coeur de 
Lion”) hail tremendous strength. Dur­
ing his captivity In Germany he gave 
a terrible demonstration of his physical 
powers. The son of one of the ward­
ens was a youth locally renowned for 
his muscular strength and in his as­
surance Invited the royal captive to an 
exchange of buffets. The young man 
by a cast of the dice won the right to 
the first stroke and struck the king a 
staggering blow on the side of the 
bead. It was then the king’s turn, and
fig landed a Dlow Just behind ms op 
ponent’s ear so heavy that the man 
was Instantly killed.
This Incident Is used In Sir Walter 
Scott’s famous historical novel “Ivan- 
hoe,” where King Richard, the “Black 
Knight,” and the jolly outlaw Friar 
Tuck have an exchange of buffets, 
without, however, any fatal result.
Dom Pedro I., emperor of Brazil, is 
also on the list of royal strong men. 
On the occasion of a carnival he ar­
ranged matters so that he was stand­
ing on the bow of the royal barge be­
tween two of his stateliest courtiers. 
Suddenly in the midst of the festivities 
the king reached out, grasped a court­
ier with each hand, and, after holding 
them for a few moments squirming in 
the air and begging to be released, he 
relaxed his grip and allowed them to 
drop plump Into the water, amid the 
frantic applause of the huge crowd 
that had assembled to view their mon­
arch. The king joined heartily In the 
general hilarity, but what the drenched 
conrtlers thought about this exquisite 
joke Is not recorded.
Peter the Great of Russia, like Char­
lemagne, possessed great physical as 
well as mental power. His years of 
work as blacksmith and ship carpen­
ter had so developed a naturally pow­
erful physique that he was believed to 
be the strongest man in Russia.
The story Is told that a certain 
blacksmith In a little country town had 
boasted that he was the only black­
smith In the world who could lift his 
own anvil. The emperor, hearing of 
the blacksmith’s boast, disguised him­
self as a workman and with a single 
companion set out for, the blacksmith’s 
village. On learning of their errand 
the blacksmith without a word laid 
aside his tools and, grasping the anvil 
with his brawny hands, lifted it with 
great effort about a foot from the floor 
Then Peter took hold of the anvil, 
raised it a foot, two feet, three, higher 
and higher, till he finally swung It to 
his shoulder and calmly walked away 
with It.
Charlemagne was said to be the most 
powerful man physically of his time, 
One of his favorite feats of strength 
was to break the heaviest horseshoe by 
gripping it with one hand.
A worthy successor of Peter the 
Great was the late Czar Alexander III., 
who was one of the strongest men in 
the world. He was often called “the 
Russian Samson.” The czar’s regular 
visiting card was a Russian coin some­
what larger than our silver quarter, 
which he would bend almost double 
with his powerful fingers.
Alexander was also fond of breaking 
horseshoes, and it Is said he never 
found one he could not break in two. 
He could take two fresh packs of cards 
and by gripping the ends with his 
hands fear them straight down through 
the middle.
It is said that on one occasion a wo­
man companion expressed a wish for a 
bouquet holder In Which to place a 
iarge bunch of roses. The czar took a 
pewter tali ard from a table nearbj 
and with a few movements of his pow­
erful hands fashioned it Into a rough 
but picturesque and quite efficient bou­




“Son.” remarked Mr. Erastus Pink- 
ley, “I done heard you talin’ ’bout bein’ 
a great hunter.”
“Dat’s what I said,” answered picka­
ninny Jim. “I’s gwlnter hunt lions.”
- “An’ yon mentioned bein’ er ahtlc 
explorer.”
“Yassir.”
“Well. Jes’ by way of practice befo' 
you tackles any lions lemme see If you 
kin get de cow out’n pasture wifout 
bein’ hooked, an’ den as de winter 
comes along you kin train foh de 
north pole by wadin’ ont In de snow 
to de wood pile twice a day. An’ don’ 
lemme hyah no mo’ ’bout not lncour- 
agin’ yoh youthful ambitions.”—Wash­
ington Star.
The Way to Hi* Vote.
Lord Beaconsfleld’s skill In picking 
up stray votes was well known. An 
illustration of it Is given In a book by 
Henry W. Lucy.
At the time that the Imperial titles 
bill was pending there was a certain 
pompous little Irishman, Dr. O’Leary, 
who seemed manageable and was de­
sirable. One evening in the lobby 
Disraeli laid a hand familiarly on his 
shoulder.
“Dear Dr. O’Leary, the resemblance 
is most striking,” he said. “I really 
thought I saw. again my old friend 
Tom Moore.”
The vain little gentleman was cap­
tured.
He Hits Back.
There had been a domestic spat at 
breakfast.
“You monster!” snapped the matron, 
who was always scolding. “You are 
not like my two former husbands. 
They were tender men.”
"I never doubted that they were 
tender, Marla,” ventured the meek 
man, “when you kept them In hot 
water all the time.” And he Just 
eleared the front porch two yards 
ahead of .the rolling pin. — Chicago
V *w a
From Our Regular Correspondent.
Washington D. C., Dec. 24,1908.—, 
Congress has adjourned for the 
holidays and the Ways and Means 
Committee called some weeks ago 
for the alleged investigation of the 
tariff schedules, has discontinued 
its farcical proceedings. A story is 
told of an amateur bear hunter who 
said that he bad followed the trail 
of the bear from morning until noon. 
“ But why did you not follow it 
longer?” was inquired. “ Because 
the trail was getting two d—d 
fresh.” This is very much the 
kind of an investigation that Mr. 
Payne, Mr. Dalzell and others have 
been making. The came very near 
catching a bear in Mr. Carnegie. 
They summoned him, but he was 
altogether a different sort of a beast 
from what they had anticipated, or 
wbat the wanted. Be belittled the 
sophistry of figures.. It is well 
known that ‘'figures do not lie,” 
but that “ liars figure. ” It did not 
please them to see Mr. Carnegie 
make a jest of the sacred tariff. 
Mr. Carnegie, it will be remem­
bered, declared in his article in the 
Century Magazine, that he, as an 
interested witness or party, not 
only destroyed the schedules in the 
Wilson Bill in conjunction with 
Senator Gorman, but actually wrote 
the duty in the finished bill and 
thus determined wbat the consum­
ers of steel rails should pay the 
monopoly by which Mr. Carnegie 
has made bis colossal fortune. The 
audacity of the multi-millionaire in 
in calling Mr. Gary a “ pawkyebiel” 
(equivalent to a slippery individual) 
was edifying.
“ But we want some figures” said 
Chairman Payne and Mr. Long- 
worth. “Give us the figures on 
the present cost of steel.” “ Why 
do you wish to weary and befog 
your intellects with figures?” re­
plied Mr. Carnegie, who doubtless 
remembered the indigestible multi­
plication table of his boyhood and 
how Pig Iron Kelly of the past 
generation could and did prevari­
cate with figures and statistics. 
But Mr. Carnegie finally gave them 
a few figures. He told them that 
the trust cleared 158 millions of 
dollars last year which was a profit 
of $15.50 a ton on all steel products. 
Then, more than ever, Mr. Dalzell 
and Mr. Payne wished they bad 
never trailed the bear. “The jig’s 
up,” said Mr. Carnegie. There was 
laughter in the committee room, 
which, however was not indulged 
in by Mr. Payne and Mr. Dalzell.
There is always something going 
on at the capital and the event 
that is discussed today throughout 
the United States, happened in the 
court room of the city hall yester­
day, when Justice Wright of the 
District Supreme Court sentenced 
Samuel Gompers, president, John 
Mitchell, vice-president and Frank 
Morrison, secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor, for one year, 
cine months and six months respec­
tively, to jail. They have appealed 
aDd are out on bail and it is said, in 
case the sentence is affirmed by the 
court to which they have appealed, 
will make a final appeal to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 
There is little doubt but that both 
these courts will affirm the decision 
of Justice Wright. Their sentence 
is for contempt of an injunctive 
order and whether the injunctive 
order is just or not, it is not prob­
able that any court will reverse the 
decision of a lower court where the 
sentence imposed is for contempt.
The deoision of Justice Wright 
covered seventy-five typewritten 
pages and occupied more thab two 
hours io reading. It bristled with 
scathing statements and denuncia­
tions of the arrogance ond vulgarity 
of Samuel Gompers and Mitchell in 
defiance of the tribunal in which 
their case was pending. The de­
cision is bound to have a far-reach­
ing effect. John Mitchell, especially 
has been honored and even petted 
by the President of the United 
States. Personally they appear to
be friends and almost chums. At 
the time of the convention of Gover­
nors, a few months since, John 
Mitchell was invited to the White 
House and a number of photographs 
are extant showing Mitchel sitting 
at the right band of the President 
and Mr. Carnegie at the left band. . 
Their aqualntance appears to have 
dated from the great coal strike of 
four winters ago when there was a 
coal famine throughout the land, 
owing to the fight between the 
miners headed by Mitchell and the 
coal barons. The President, it will 
be remembered, interfered and 
there was a final decision by a com­
mission appointed by him, through 
which the strike was broken or 
discontinued.
The President is not friendly with 
Gompers and only yesterday Gom­
pers gave out to a number of 
papers, advance sheets of an edi­
torial in The Federalist,” his organ, 
denouncing the President for his 
utterances criticising the attitude 
of Gompers and the labor organiza­
tions. Gompers, it will vbe remem­
bered, was not invited to the recent 
dinner given to labor leaders at the 
White House. Mr. Mitchell was 
invited, but he was at that time in 
Denver, attending a labor conven­
tion and declined tbe invitation.
OF INTERESTS TO WOMEN.
Mrs. Philip Snowden, of London, 
one of the most celebrated of Eng­
lish suffragists, was a speaker at 
tbe National Convention of woman 
suffragists held in Buffalo, N. 
Y., October 15 to 21. Mrs. Snow­
den’s husband is a Member of 
Parliament and she brought to 
her American colleagues the true 
story of the suffragette movement 
in Great Britain.
One of the unique features of the 
program for the National Woman 
Suffrage Convention ¡ d Buffalo was 
the presentation of the Resolu­
tions adopted by the first Woman’s 
Rights Convention—that of Seneca 
Falls in 1848. Speakers of note 
defended these resolutions.
Five political parties in Califor­
nia have incorporated their endorse­
ment of woman suffrage in their re­
spective platforms; viz. Union 
Labor, Socialist, Independence 
League, Prohibition and Democra­
tic. The State Republican Con­
vention listened to a request for 
similar endorsement, declined to 
give it, but extended a vote of 
thanks to the women presenting the 
question, which the latter as 
promptly declined to receive.
Mr. Roosevelt has become the 
target for many newspaper jokes in 
consequence of his unwillingness tG 
meet the “suffragettes. ” The most 
frequent press comment is that the 
President on this occasion showed 
the white feather, for the first time 
in his lif<j. The Woman’s Journal 
reminds its readers that only a 
short time time ago Mr. Roosevelt 
received a disputation from the 
National American Woman Suffrage 
Association, including two of the 
National officers. He had appointed 
a time to see the ladies, and during 
the interview he expressed his be­
lief in woman suffrage, and gave 
them his advice as to the best way 
to work to bring it about. Mr. 
Roosevelt recommended woman suf­
frage iu one of his messages to tbe 
Legislature when he was Governor 
of New York, and is known to favor 
equal rights for women. He prob­
ably thought he had nothing new to 
add on this occasion to wbat he had 
said before.
The French Congo has a pigeon 
postal service.
The population of Canada is now 
about 6,500,000
In Belgium a revenue of $65,000 
is derived from roadside fruit trees.
An elephant’s burden is from 
1800 to 2500 pounds, and that of a 
horse from 200 to 250 pounds.
LOCAL AND COUNTY NEWS.
T K K fIK  —- 81.04» P E R  Y E A R  
t: IY  % Il VA S il'E .
Thursday, Dec. 31, ’08.
C H U R C H  SER VIC E!»*.
St. Luke’s Reformed Church, Trappe, Rev. 
S L. Messinger, D.l)., pastor. Sunday School 
at 9 a . m. Preaching at 10 a. m. and 7.30 p. m. 
Catechetical class at 2 p. m. Y. P. S. O. E. 
prayer meeting at 6.45 p. m. Bible study 
meetiug on Wednesday evening at 7.80 o’clock. 
All are most cordially invited to attend the 
services.
St. James’ Church, Lower Providence, Rev. 
F. S. Ballentine, rector. Morning service and 
sermon, 10.80. Sunday School, 1.45 p. m. Eve­
ning service and sermon, 8. Holy Com­
munion, First Sunday in the month. All are 
cordially invited and welcome.
Trinity Reformed Church, Collegevllle, Rev. 
F. O. Yost, D. D., pastor. Services next Sun­
day at 10 a. m. Sunday School at 9. Junior 
Christian Endeavor at 2 p. m., and-SeniorC. 
E. at 7 p. m.
• Evansburg M. E. Church, Rev. S. B. Garrett 
pastor. Sabbath School, 9.30 a. m. Preaching, 
10.80 a. m. and 7.30 p. m. Song and prayer ser­
vice, 7 p. m.
Parish of St. Paul’s Memorial P. E. Church, 
Oaks, Perkiomen, Audubon. The Rev. T. P. 
Ege, rector. Sunday services: Union Church, 
Audubon, 10.45 a. m., with Holy Communion 
first in month. St. Paul’s, Oaks, 3.30 p. in., 
with Holy Communion third .in month 8.80 a. 
in. Children’s Evensong last in month 3 p.m. 
Sunday School 2.30 p. m. Vested choir. Free 
sittings. Cordial welcome* The rector, resid­
ing at Oaks, will be pleased to receive calls for 
visitation or ministration. Address Oalts P. O.
United Evangelical Church, Trappe Circuit, 
Rev. Geo. R. Riffert, pastor. Services for the 
coming Sabbath will be as follows: Limerick 
—Preaching at 2.80 p. m.; Sunday School at
1.30 p. m .j C. E., at 7.80 p. m. Trappe—Sunday 
School at 2 p. m.; prayer meeting at 10 a. in.; 
special gospel preaching and revival meeting at
7.30 p. m.; evangelistic services will be in pro­
press each evening excepting Monday. All 
come.
-Swallowing the pieces of a glass 
ball that bad broken in his mouth 
a little son of Harry Lukens, of 
Spring City, was threatened with 
serious results, but is now out of 
danger.
-Harry Rambo has been appoint 
ed a rural mail carrier to cover a 
route leading from Royersford, for 
years covered by his deceased 
father, Samuel Rambo.
-Mrs. Paul Smith, of Norristown 
lost a purse containing $14 just be­
fore Christmas, and when the finder 
Mary Reiner, returned, it she re 
fused to accept a reward.
—With bis arms full of Christmas 
presents and a dinner kettle, 
Thomas Perrier fell under a passen­
ger train at Consbohoken and both 
legs were crushed off below the 
knees.
-Treated for rheumatism, it has 
just been discovered that Simon 
Feldman, of Pottstown, had had a 
broken shoulder blade for several 
months as a result of a collision in 
a basketball game.
-The literary society at Athol, 
Berks county, discussed the ques­
tion “ whether the devotion to fashion 
is a greater evil than the tobacco 
habit,” but the debaters split so 
many hairs that they left the great 
question for a future generation to 
decide.
W. C. T. U.
A meeting of the local W. C. T. U. 
will be held at the home of Mrs. C. 
G. Haines on Tuesday afternoon, 
January 5, at 3 o’clock.
Passenger trains leave Collegeville for Phila­
delphia 7.08, 7.45, 11.80 a. m., 8.06 p. m. Sun­
days—7.11 a. m., 6.38 p. m. For Allentown: 
7.4i5,11.92 g. m., 8.07, 6.05 p. m. Sundays—8.30 
a. m., 7.39 p. m.
Home and Abroad.
—The old year 1908
—Is almost at an end,
—And to-morrow (Friday) will 
be ushered in
—Young 1909.
—Let’s give the New Year cor­
dial greeting
—And indulge the hope that its 
weeks and months will bring
—Even more health and happi­
ness than has been recorded to the 
credit of 1908.
—A Happy New Year to all!
—Those resolutions you are about 
to adopt?
—Well, one good resolution en­
forced is of more consequence than 
than a bushel of broken pledges.
—A squad of Reading R. R. 
painters are at work touching up 
the Company’s buildings in this 
borough.
—Do the duty which lietb nearest 
to thee. Thy second duty will have 
become clearer.—Carlyle.
Julius Ruff so badly crushed an 
arm in the machinery at the Ivy 
Rock Steel plant that amputation at 
the shoulder was resorted to to 
save his life.
—The best throw of the dice is to 
throw them away.—Spanish.
—Pottstown Christmas tree ven 
ders did the largest business for 
years, and some could not supply 
the demand.
—Some people put on airs when 
they haven’t much else to put on.- 
Florida Times-Union.
—Tripping over a cat Mrs. Emma 
Godshalk fell down a flight of stairs 
in her Norristown home and receiv­
ed a broken collar-bone and other 
injuries.
Harvey Rapine, of Whitemarsb, 
has sued the Philadelphia Rapid 
Transit Comgany for $500 damages 
to bis wagon and contents, struck 
by a car.
A skittish horse driven by 
Edgar Eberly, of Pottstown, kicked 
clean over the dashboard and land­
ed on its driver with such force 
that he will be laid up for some 
time.
Painting Walls of School Rooms. 
The walls and ceilings of three 
rooms of the Collegeville school 
building are being repainted this 
week by John J. Radcliff. A 
timely improvement.
Price of Milk for January.
The Executive Committee of the 
Philadelphia Milk Shippers’ Union 
has fixed the wholesale priceof milk 
for January, 1909, at 4 cents per 
quart.
Death of Deputy S heriffs  Brother.
Thomas J. Owen, 75 years old, a 
brother of Deputy Sheriff W. W. 
Owen, died, Friday, at his home in 
West Philadelphia. He had been 
for many years superintendent of 
nurses at the Philadelphia Hospital.
C ase of Assault and Battery.
George Apple, of Salfordville, has 
been held in three hundred dollars 
bail for court on a charge of assault 
and battery preferred by Bernard 
Albrizi. The men quarrèled and 
it is alleged that Apple hit Albrizi 
in the eye with his fist.
Aged G atekeeper Dead.
Nathan P. Brower, aged 91 years, 
who for the past twelve years has 
been gatekeeper at the Hospital for 
the insane at Norristown, died on 
Thursday after an illness of several 
weeks. Despite his advanced 
years Mr. Brower was able to at­
tend to his duties until a few weeks 
ago.
Bought a Farm in Kansas.
H. E. Warren of Elberon, Iowa, 
formerly and for many years of 
Lower Providence, this county, has 
bought a farm in Kingman county, 
Kansas. He will take possession of 
the same between now and April 1, 
and his Eastern friends will wish 
him and his family good health and 
success in their new home.
A W arning as to Book Agents.
County Superintendent Landis 
has caused a notice to be issued to 
the teachers of the county, warning 
them that a corps of cyclopedia or 
reference book agents have invaded 
the district. Teachers under the 
supervision of Mr. Landis are not 
to give any of their time to these 
agents, and they are also to under­
stand thoroughly that the Superin­
tendent has not given any agents 
permission to canvass the schools, 
nor has he endorsed any of the 
works so offered for sale.
A Dissolution Sale of Clothing.
A great dissolution sale will start 
at Weitzenkorn & Sons large cloth­
ing house in Pottstown on Satur­
day, January 2, 1909. A. Weitzen- 
korn, who began business there in 
1864, will retire after a long and 
honorable career in business and 
the sale is for the purpose of effect­
ing a full settlement. Charles and 
Frederick Frank, who have been in 
the employ of the firm for 17 and 18 
years respectively, have been taken 
into the firm. The sale starts 
January 2 at 9 a. m. See adver., 
page 8..
Will Build New Shop.
John G. Gotwals is making prep 
arations to build a new and large 
blacksmith shop, near Yerkes, for 
his tenant Joseph G. Detwiler, who 
has been successfully conducting 
the blacksmith business at the old 
stand for a number of years.
Aged Lady Celebrated Birthday. 
Mrs. Mary Root, widow of Jacob 
S. Root, and mother of R. M. Root, 
of Pottstown, celebrated her 98th 
j birthday anniversary on Christmas 
day. The aged lady was the mother 
of ten children, seven of whom sur 
vive.
Fiah In Can of Milk.
Henry Gaugler, manager of G. E 
Brown back’s creamery, at Krauss- 
dale, near Penosburg, found a fish 
in a fifty-pound can of milk brought 
by one of the farmers. The mana­
ger of the creamery suspended the 
fish outside the building as conclu­
sive evidence of watered milk.
Handsome Home Sold 
The handsome home 
C. Urner, a hosiery man 
Sgring City, which cost 
been sold by the sheriff 
county to Dr. Henry 
superintendent of the 










Home Saddened on C hristm as Day.
The joy of Christmastide in the 
home of John H. Kirby, of North 
Coventry, Chester county, was in­
terrupted by a distressing tragedy. 
Their daughter Annie, aged 12 
years, plunged down a flight of 
steps Christmas morning and broke 
her neck. Death followed in a short 
time.
Sudden Death.
Seized with a stroke of apoplexy 
while walking with her son in 
Philadelphia, a couple of squares 
away from his home, Mrs. Kate 
Swier, of Mont Clare, died a few 
minutes later in a restaurant into 
which she was carried. The de­
ceased is the widow of the late 
Wm. H. Swier, and for many years 
has been a resident of Mont Clare.
Quarterly Meeting of Layman’s 
League.
The Laymen’s League of the Re 
formed churches of the lower 
Schuylkill Valley will hold their 
quarterly meeting in the Reformed 
church of the Ascension, Norris­
town, on Monday evening, January 
4, at 8 p.m. Several business and 
professional men will participate in 
the exercises of the evening. 
Though not a year old the League 
promises to become a strong and 
efficient channel of activity in the 
Reformed church. All laymen, 
especially consistories and official 
boards are urged to be present.
Boy Lost Control of Sled 
and Drowned.
While coasting on DeKalb Street 
in Bridgeport oh Christmas day 
Charles, a son of Councilman Ber­
nard Boyle, was unable to stop the 
sled he had recieved as a gift and 
went headlong on to the ice covered 
canal, which was too thin to bear 
the weight, and the boy went 
through and drowned.
Special Servicea a t Trinity Reformed 
Church.
There will be special services 
this week, as follows, at Trinity 
Reformed church, this borough: 
Wednesday evening at 7.30—ser 
mon by Rev. J. M. S. Isenberg, of 
Trinity Reformed church, Philadel 
phia. Thursday evening—sermon 
by Rev. E. F. Wiest, of First Re­
formed church, Philadelphia. Fri 
day evening—-services preparatory 
to communion; sermon by Rev. W. 
H. Bright of the Church of the 
Ascension, Norristown. Holy Com 
munion on Sunday morning Janu 
ary 3, at 10 o’clock.
Meeting of Insurance Company 
M anagers.
A meeting of the Board of Di 
rectors of the Perkiomen Valley 
Mutual Fire and Storm Insurance 
Company was held at Beckman’s 
hotel, Trappe, last Saturday. In 
addition to the transaction of rou 
tine business it was decided to levy 
a tax of $1.50 per thousand dollars 
nsured to pay fire and storm losses 
sustained by members of the Com 
pany.
—While going to bed the wife of 
Merchant James Courduff, of Con- 
shohoken, tramped on a needle, 
which pierced her foot so deep that 
the surgical operation to remove it 
required several hours.
A. P. Bodey, of Reading, has 
spent 15 years roaming over the 
hills and mountains of Berks 
county, gathering plants, roots and 
herbs possessing medicinal prop­
erties, and he has 93 different kinds 
of wild plants under cultivation in 
his yard..
Team Appropriated by Jokers.
Last Saturday night Sergeant 
Macolly received a telephone mess- 
age at the City Hall, Norristown, 
to the effect that a horse and wagon 
belonging to William Reese, of 
Trooper, had been stolen from the 
Farmers’ Hotel yard on West Main 
street. When Mr. Reese reached 
home he found the missing team 
under a shed. The horse had the 
appearance of having been driven 
very bard. It is believed that 
jokers appropriated the team and 
took a driye for the purpose of an­
noying Mr. Reese.
Extensive Menu a t Hospital for 
the Insane.
At the State Hospital for the In­
sane at Norristown on Christmas 
day the dinner served required the 
utilization of 336 turkeys, 14 crates 
cranberries, 3300 stalks celery, 40 
bushels of white potatoes, 8 barrels 
of sweet potatoes, 8 barrels cabbage, 
1150 mince pies, 45 bunches ba­
nanas. There was a Christmas tree 
u each of the sixteen buildings, 
and a ton of candy was distributed 
among the patients.
A Family Orchestra.
A family orchestra, composed of 
four children less than 16 years of 
age, each playing an instrument 
constructed by the father, is the 
unique musical troupe organized by 
C. F. Funk, of Quakertown. He is 
a skillful violin maker, and as soon 
as one of his seven children arrives 
| at the age of 8 he constructs an in­
strument for its use, and its musical 
training begins at once.. The re 
| suit of this custom is an orchestra 
which has become well known 
throughout the district. Church 
| and social festivities of all kinds 
have been assisted by the Funk 
family of musicians.
Death of Sam uel Money, Jr.
Samuel Money, Jr., at one time a 
prominent member of the Mont­
gomery County Bar, died early 
Saturday morning in Norristown. 
Mr. Money had not been in active 
practice of his profession for some 
years, being incapacitated by ill­
ness. Be is survived by a widow 
and two children. Mr. Money was, 
in his active days, a strenuous poli­
tician, working hard in the inter­
ests of the Democratic party. De­
ceased was 50 years of age, and a 
life long resident of Norristown.
Dog Devotion
An instance of a dog’s devotion is 
reported by M. K. Gleason, of the 
Revere House, Warren, Pa. Just 
before closing-up time recently Mr. 
Gleason and others noted a big 
shepherd dog on the railroad bridge 
over the Allegheny barking fran­
tically. The animal ran to them and 
then back to one of the centre 
piers, where it stopped and looked 
down. Finally the men secured a 
ladder and, going out on the bridge, 
clambered down and found a fox 
terrier dog that had fallen down. 
When the little dog was rescued the 
joy of the shepherd was unbounded 
and it manifested its gratitude by 
jumping up on the men and licking 
their hands.
PERSONAL.
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Hughes, of 
Norristown, spent Christmas day 
with Mr. John Custer and family.
Mrs. John Radcliff spent several 
days visiting relatives near Willow 
Grove.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Heinly, of 
York, are spending the holidays 
with Mrs. Harriet Gristock.
A. H. Fetterolf, Pb. D., President 
of Girard College, and his son E. H. 
Fetterolf, of Philadelphia, were the 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. H. H. 
Fetterolf, Sunday.
Miss Mabel Hobson, of Cape May, 
is spending her Christmas vacation 
with her mother.
Miss Elizabeth Custer, of Phila­
delphia, spent severat days with 
Miss Miriam Hendricks.
Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Haines are 
visiting Mr. Henry Haines and 
family at Dover.
Mr. and Mrs. William Allen and 
sons, of Germantown, spent Christ­
mas with J. P. Robison and family.
Mr. Shull, of Reading, spent 
Christmas day with his daughter 
Mrs.- J. A. Thomas.
Miss Katherine'Knapp, of Ken- 
nett Square, spent Christmas day 
with her parents.
Mr. R. S. Thomas is spending the 
week at Hanover.
Mr. and Mrs. J. LeRoy Roth, of 
Paterson, spent several days over 
Christmas with E. S. Moser and 
family.
Mr. and Mrs. John Miller and 
children, of Trappe, t<x>k Christmas 
dinner with Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Daub.
Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Hendrick­
son  ̂ of Woodcliff-on-Hudson, were 
the recent guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank P. Faringer.
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Noaker 
spent Christmas with Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson Price.
Miss Katherine Hobson is visit­
ing friends in Willmington, Dei.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel spent Christ­
mas with relatives in Norristown.
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Renninger 
and family were the guests of 
Pennsburg relatives over Christ­
mas.
Mr. and Mrs. Horace Koons spent 
Christmas in Sumneytown.
Mr. and Mrs. John Bechtel enter­
tained a number of relatives at din­
ner on Christmas.
Mrs. Lacbman and daughte 
were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clement Fry, of Norristown, on 
Christmas.
George Bordner, of Medico-Chi, 
Philadelphia, and Marshall Sponsler 
of John Hopkin’s University, Balti 
more, are spending the Yuletide 
vacation at their respective homes 
Miss Ruth Walt is spending some 
time with relatives in Allentown.
Misses Mary and Elizabeth Kratz 
spent Christmas with Mr. and Mrs 
C. T. Kratz, of Norristown, and Sat 
urday and Sunday of last Week 
with Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Long, of 
King-of-Prussia.
Miss Marne Bechtel, of Philadel 
phia, is visiting Mr. John Bartman 
and family.
Prof, and Mrs. J. Howard John 
son, of Bath, Pa., are visiting Mrs 
Elizabeth Johnson, of Lower Provi 
dence.
Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Scheuren and 
and family spent Christmas day 
with W. J. and Mrs. Harriet Ogden, 
and daughter, at Ironbridge.
New Recorder R etains Present 
Office Force.
Henry T. Hunsicker, of Iron- 
bridge, Recorder of Deeds-elect 
who will take up the duties of that 
office next Monday has announced 
the retention of the present office 
force as follows: Deputy, George W. 
Keys, Whitemarsh; index clerk 
Joseph C. Moore, Conshohocken; 
search clerk, Charles Brunner,’ 
Norristown; transcribers, J. B 
Farrington, Harry Alker, Maurice 
J. Clayton, Charles Slingluff, all of 
Norristown; Henry Keyser, Souder- 
ton, Wilson Anson, Woroester.
High School Literary Society. 
The literary society of the High 
School held its meeting last Thurs­
day afternoon. The program 
throughout was rendered by the 
boys. It was a Christmas enter­
tainment and the room was very 
tastefully decorated and timely 
drawings of Santa Claus and other 
Christmas legends covered the 
blackboards. The program was as 
follows:—Piano solo, Carl Bechtel; 
two choruses by the High School 
boys; recitations, Merril Yost, 
Harry Ringler, Harry Bartman,’ 
and Frank Godsball; cornet solo, 
John Keyser; reading, Horace 
Gottsbalk; Sketch, Robert Bordner, 
Calvin Yost, John Keyser, and 
Lawrence Walt. The characters in 
the sketch preformed their parts 
well. In a month’s time the girls 
will give a program.
Exercises appropriate to Christ­
mastide were also held in the inter­
mediate and primary departments. 
A neatly trimed tree graced the 
primary room.
A Dangerous Operation
is the removal of the appendix by a surgeon. 
No one who takes Dr. King’s New Life Pills 
Is ever subjected to this frightful ordeal. 
They work so quietly you don’t feel them. 
They cure constipation, headache, bilious­
ness, and malaria. 25c. at Joseph W. Cul 
bert’s drug store, Collegevllle, and at M. T. 
Hunsicker’s store, Ironbridge.
liedieine That Is Medieine.
‘ I have suffered a good deal with malaria 
and stomach complaints, but I have now 
iound a remedy that keeps me well, and that 
remedy is Electric Bitters ; a medicine that 
is medicine for stomach and liver troubles, 
and tor run-down conditions,” says W. C. 
Kiestler, of Halliday, Ark. Electric Bitters 
purify and enrich the blood, tone up the 
nerves, and impart vigor and energy to the 
weak. Tour money will be refunded if it 
falls to help you. 50c. at Joseph W. Cul- 
bert’s drug store, Collegeville, and at M. T. 
Hunsicker’s store, Ironbridge. -
State of Ohio , Cit t  of Toledo, (
Lucas County, (®8,
Frank  J. Cheney  makes oath that he is 
the senior partner of the firm of F. J. Cheney 
& Co. doing business in the city of Toledo, 
County and State aforesaid, and that said 
firm will pay the sum of ONE HUNDRED 
DOLLAR8 for each and every case of Catarrh 
that cannot J>e cured by the use of H all’s 
Catarrh  Curb. FRANK J. CflENET.
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my 
presence, this 6th day of December. A. D.. 1886. ’ 
( i A. W. GLEASON,
! SEAL. I
Notary Public.
Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally 
and acts directly upon the blood and mu­
cous surfaces of the system. Send for testi­
monials, free.
F. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O.
Sold by Druggists, 75 cents.
Take Hall’s Family Pills for constipation.
An Old Man With a Good Memory 
Michael Yount, of Union county, 
this State, was born in Milton 87 
years ago. When he was a child 
his mother lived on lower Market 
street. Among his playthings was 
a brass wheel, from a clock. One 
day this wheel fell through a crack 
in the porch floor. Some years ago 
-seventy years after the incident- 
the old bouse was about to be torn 
down, and he told one of the work­
men to look for the wheel and sev 
eral pennies that he bad lost. When 
the floor was taken up both the 
wheel and the pennies were found 
and returned to Mr. Yount. His 
memory proved to be of the exact 
kind.
Harked For Death.
‘Three years ago I was marked for death. 
A graveyard cough was tearing my lungs to 
pieces. Doctors failed to help me, and hope 
had fled, when my husband got Dr. King’s 
New Discovery,” says Mrs. A. C. Williams, 
of Bac, Ky. “The first dose helped me and 
improvement kept on until I had gained 58 
pounds in weight and my health was fully 
restored.” This medicine holds the world’s 
healing record for coughs and colds and 
lung and throat diseases. It prevents pneu­
monia. Sold under guarantee at Joseph W. 
Culbert’sfdrug store, Collegeville, and at M. 
T. Hunsicker’s store, Ironbridge.
The Hunting of Bird« with Dogs 
A. petition to the State Legisla­
ture is being circulated by promin­
ent citizens bf Lycoming county 
asking for the enactment of a law 
which will make the hunting of 
pheasants and other birds with 
dogs illegal. The sportsmen believe 
that in a few years the pheasants 
and many other birds will have 
been exterminated from the Penn­
sylvania woods unless strict legis­
lation is enacted to save them. The 
hunting of birds with the aid of 
dogs is indulged in so extensively 
that in a patch of woods a few hun­
ters easily kill every bird and the 
species can in a very short time be­
come extinct. From the number of 
signers secured to these petitions 
already the papers will likely go to 
Harrisburg bearing the names of 
thousands of men.
Chairm an Sty or laauea Call. 
Chairman Freas Styer, of the Re­
publican County Committee, in 
accordance with Rule 5 of the Re­
publican party of Montgomery 
county, has issued a call for the 
organization for the campaign of 
1908, of the Legislative Committee 
of each of'the four districts, to be 
held Monday, January 11, 1909, fix­
ing the hour and place of meeting in 
the several districts as follows: 
First District—Smith’s Hall, Jeu- 
kintown, 7.30 p. m.
Second District — Republican 
Headquarters, 81 E. Main street, 
Norristown, 10 a. m.
.Third District—Hotel Norwood, 
Lansdale, 10 a. m.
Fourth District — Republican 
Ward Workers, Room, Security 
Building, Pottstown, 10 a. m.
The committee, as then organized, 
will, in accordance with the 
amended by-laws, hold over until 
the second Monday of July, 1910.
DEATHS.
Mrs. Caroline Wetherill died in 
Philadelphia on Wednesday of last 
week, aged 63 years. Undertaker 
J. L. Bechtel received the remains 
at Collegeville station at 8.30 Sun­
day morning. Services and inter­
ment at the Episcopal church and 
cemetery, Evansburg. Rev. F. S. 
Ballentine officiated.
Mrs. Elizabeth Davis died Thurs­
day in Philadelphia, aged 86 years. 
Deceased leaves no children, but 
one grandson. Undertaker Shalkop 
received the remains at the College­
ville station at 8.35Sunday morning. 
Services and interment at the Lower 
Providence Baptist church and 
cemetery.
John D. Weber, for a number of 
years a successful storekeeper at 
Centre Point, Worcester, died on 
Christmas morning, after an oper­
ation at a Philadelphia hospital for 
an intestinal affection, aged 50years. 
He leaves a wife and several child­
ren. The funeral was held on Tues­
day. Services and interment at 
Wentz’s Reformed church and ceme­
tery.
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Young Farm er Fatally Kicked by 
Horse.
Samuel M. Moyer, 35 years old, 
residing io Skippack, was killed by 
being kicked by a horse Sunday 
morning. While cleaning the ani­
mal Mr. Moyer discovered that one 
of the shoes was loose. As he 
wanted to use the horse during the 
day he decided to tighten the shoe. 
Procuring a hammer and several 
nails he led the horse out into the 
yard. The animal failed to stand 
still, however, and Mr. Moyer gave 
him a cut across the legs with a 
stick. The horse then kicked at 
Mr. Moyer and one of his feet 
struck the man between the eyes. 
The force of the kick drove Moyer 
against the wall and he was unable 
»0 rise. Mrs. Moyer witnessed the 
accident and summoned assistance. 
The injured man never regained 
consciousness and expired before 
the arrival of a physician. It was 
found that the skull had been frac­
tured. He was a son of the Rev. 
Jacob C. Moyer, a Mennonite 
preacher of Harleysville. Deceased 
is survived by a wife and two 
children.
Items From Trappe.
Happy New Year to all.
Ralph Wismer is spending his 
vacation with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. L. B. Wismer, of Reading.
Mrs. Anna Fry and her daughter 
Sue were the Christmas guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Wismer, of 
near Gratersford.
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Weikel 
spent Christmas day with Mr. and 
Mrs. John H. Fetterolf, of Phila­
delphia.
Mr, and Mrs. Wilson Hutt, of 
Pottstown and Esquire and Mrs. H. 
H. Rimby and son, of Collegeville, 
were the guests of M. H. Keeler 
and daughter, Sunday.
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin A. Umstead, 
of Norristown, were entertained by 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Calvin Umstead, 
Christmas day.
M. H. Keeler and daughter were 
the Christmas guests of Esquire 
and Mrs. Rimby, of Collegeville.
Esquire and Mrs. F. W. Shalkop 
dined with Mrs. Sallie Poley, 
Christmas day.
Communion services at the Luth­
eran church next Sunday morning 
at 10.15. Preparatory service on 
Saturday previous at 2 p. m. Con­
gregational meeting on New Year’s 
day at 9 a. m.
Annual meeting of the Mingo Ex­
press Horse Company at Beckman’s 
hotel on Saturday.
Revival services will begin at the 
U. E. church Sunday evening at 
7.30 and will continue every even­
ing except Monday evenings for an 
indefinite period.
The Trustees of the U. E. church 
will meet at the home of F. B. Rusb- 
ong on January 1. All the old 
officers of the Sunday School of said 
church were re-elected on Sunday.
Miss May Parks left on Monday 
for Charity Hospital, Norristown, 
where she will fit herself for a 
trained nurse.
Mrs. Theo. Yerger, of Oaks, visi­
ted relatives and friends here on 
Saturday and Sunday.
Rev. and Mrs. Geo. R. Riffert 
spent several days recently 
Reading.
Mrs. Carrie Wallace and son of 
Elverson, Chester county, visited 
her sister, Mrs. H. V. Keyser, on 
Christmas.
Mr. and Mrs. John Garber, of 
Philadelphia, spent Saturday and 
Sunday with Miss Anna Garber.
Miss Ella Riegner spent Sunday 
with her parents in Reading.
The tfuarterly missionary meet­
ing under the direction of the W, 
M. S., will be held in St. Luke’s 
Reformed church next Sunday even 
ing. Rev. A. C. Whitmer, Supt. of 
Home Missions, will be the speaker 
Special music has been provided.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Myers en 
tertained the boys and girls of the 
town on Christmas day. The exhi­
bition of toys included a palatial 
residence with electric lights, bath­
room, and other modern equip­
ments, all in miniature. Each of 
the children received a box of 
candy.
The Christmas festivities at the 
Lutheran and Reformed churches, 
Christmas eve, and at the U. E. 
church on Saturday evening, at­
tracted large gatherings, and the 
programs of songs, recitations, etc., 
were well presented. The partici­
pating members of the Sunday 
Schools performed well their parts.
The decorations were in keeping 
with the Christmas season and 
tastefully arranged. At the Re­
formed church the pastor, Rev. S. 
L. Messinger, S. T. D., received a 
purse of $112.50. The presentation 
speech was made by Mr. Ralph 
Wismer.
From Gratersford.
Jacob Simmons tendered a fine 
turkey supper to his many friends 
last Saturday night. Mine host 
Dunn served it in fine style.
No school until Monday January 
4, 1909. The teachers are spend­
ing the holidays at their homes.
Union Sunday School next Sun­
day at 2.30 p. m., at the Dunkard 
chapel. Everybody invited.
Dr. McMillian moved to Philadel­
phia, last Thursday.
Kulp and Moyer, Jesse and John 
Kline and Oscar Miller presented 
their patrons with handsome calen­
ders for Xmas presents.
Wm, R. Johnson won o' silver 
cups last week at the East Green­
ville poultry show, one for largest 
number of points scored, one for 
best cock, hen, cockerel and pullet of 
any variety and the third for his 
Wyandotte exhibit. He also won 
for best Wyandotte hen and pullet, 
partridge Wyandotte cock, cockerel 
and pullet.
Henry Espenshig is improving 
but is still confined to his room.
Mrs. Francis Yellis and daugh­
ters spent Christmas in Pbiladel. 
phia.
H. H. Yellis has placed a new 
roof on bis bungalo.
Jottings From Limerick.
The Christmas exercises at the 
churches in this vicinity were well 
attended, and the usual interest in 
Christmastide was manifested all 
around.
Mrs. H. F. Stauffer, Mrs. John 
Trumbauer, and Henry Kepler, are 
on thé sick list.
Prof. W. K. Groff and family, of 
Jenkintown, spent Christmas with 
Davis Groff and family.
The young men who pitched 
pennies to determine the one to 
escort a young lady home were not 
of equal courage;at least the winner 
in pitching fell down and failed to 
escort.
A fox was let out at Fruitville on 
Saturday, and those of the chase 
are to be held for damaging a grain 
field. Farmer Brooks killed the 
fox ahead of the dogs and riders 
and ended the chase.
. There was a lamb chase and 
shooting match at the Limerick 
Centre hotel on Saturday. A Lin- 
field man caught the lamb.
Mrs. Furman Brooks was re­
cently taken to the Pottstown 
Hospital for treatment.
Charles Boyer spent several days 
at Red Hill last week.
Irvin Hunsicker killed 120 tur­
keys last week.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Schmuck, 
of Lansdale, and Mr. and Mrs. M. 
H. Walters, of Salford station, Were 
the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Drace, Sunday.
Samuel Pugh, of Trappe, presen­
ted his son-in-law and daughter, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Kohl, with a 
two-seated carriage for a Christmas 
gift.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Neiman and 
children, of Reading, visited re­
latives here recently.
Miss Mary Miller, of Scbwenks- 
ville, spent Christmas with her 
sister Sara.
Miss Edna Kline and her brother 
spent a very pleasant day with 
Miss Rambo at Willow Glen.
Miss A. Ashenfelter, of Norris­
town, was the guest of Martha 
Linderman, over Sunday.
Miss Amyee Yorgey, of Philadel­
phia, spent her Christmas vacation 
with her parents.
Enoch Bucher gave a big Christ­
mas dinner to a large party of rela 
tives and friends, from Zieglers- 
ville, Limerick, Areola and other 
places. In addition to the feast 
Enoch furnished lots of music with 
his phonograph.
W. I. Kline is spending a few 
days in Philadelphia.
Mr. and Mrs. R. K. Kline and 
family, of Norristown, and Mr. and 
Mrs. W. M. Zeller and family, of 
Philadelphia, spent Christmas with 
T. D. Kline and family.
John Tyson was home over Sun­
day.
Mrs. Harry Poley is spending 
some time with her parents 
Steinsville,
FROM OAKS.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Howard Dilts, of 
Hopewell, New Jersey, are visiting 
friends in Oaks. It is a pleasure to 
meet old time friends again and the 
merry cheer of Christmas time is 
made all the more merrier and hap­
pier by meeting the old timers as 
we did of yore.
That English shilling has been re­
turned to its owner, who rejoices in 
the recovery of her pocket-piece. 
Printers’ ink always brings the best 
results.
Seven inches of snow fell Tues­
day afternoon and night of last 
week, and many sleighs went flit­
ting by. A white Christmas was 
the result, and it was the first for 
many years. Abe Brower was out 
with his snow plow and plowed a 
path to the store and post office. 
There was good skatingonthe canal 
to the wide water, but the snow 
spoiled the ice.
The Collegeville baker presented 
us with a very pretty calendar.
Will Wagoer’s meat market cal­
endar is a beauty.
John U. Francis, Jr., merchant 
of Oaks, gave each of his customers 
a box of toilet soap, and a plate with 
days and months of the year on the 
rim and bis card in the centre. 
Rather a unique calendar.
Will soon be writing 1909, and 
ready to turn over a new leaf, make 
new pledges, india-rubber prom­
ises, say so’s if we don’t mean so, 
for everything will be new the New 
Year.
Christmas Day was bright and 
fair in the forenoon, but after din­
ner the sky was obscured by pro- 
tentous clouds, an$ it was a ques­
tion whether Jupiter Pluvius or 
Jimcrank Snowvious would rule the 
roost throughout the day.
The three great martyrs, Gomp- 
ers, Mitchell and Morrison have 
been sentenced to twelve, nine, and 
six months imprisonment. Suffer­
ing martyrdom for what Gompers 
claims liberty of speech. Justice 
Wright decides for those who would 
unlaw the land are public enemies, 
but is Wright right ? Are these 
men criminals in the sense of the 
word ? Any federation that runs 
counter-current to the laws of the 
land are not in conformance with 
the laws of the land. Then to obey 
is better than sacrifice, and-to abide 
by the laws is far better than to do 
contrary to the law. Sympathy is 
general for these men, who play so 
prominent part in our country’s 
history. Their chance is an appeal 
to the Court of Appeals, which we 
hope will reverse the decision of 
Justice Wright. If not, then its 
President Roosevelt’s chance to 
show his manliness, for Mitchell is 
too good a man to have his name im­
pugned. Labor unions, federations 
etc. are beneficial and when carried 
on in conflict with all that is right 
are wrong. The Chester strike 
what did it accomplish ? A little 
less than insurrection throughout 
the summer.
The tree of all trees, the Christ 
mas tree of the Saint Paul Memorial 
Sunday School bloomed in all its 
beauty, and glory, Saturday after 
noon, and scholars and teachers 
were the recipients of many beauti 
ful presents. From time almost out 
of memory of us old ones this 
Christmas tree has bloomed and 
produced a most wonderful crop 
which made joyful hearts and its 
fruit is still fresh in memory, and 
down deep in the heart there is 
most sacred spot for the dear old 
Christmas tree which gladdened the 
heart Of not only the young, the lit­
tle ones, but the larger ones, and 
made the heart jingle with joy in 
making other hearts happy, adding 
cheer to the bright glad day of all 
the year, the merry Christmas day. 
The tree is old, but like the new 
birth it blooms afresh and produces 
fruits of delight every year at 
Christmas time. May it ever be 
so. Even-though time has ended 
with us, that same old tree will 
bloom making glad the hearts of 
many coming generations.
The Green Tree Sunday School 
held their festal day services in the 
church Sunday forenoon, and the 
many presents given to teachers 
and scholars proved the good cheer 
Christmas brought with it and the 
bright and happy faces, from youth 
to old age, proved the gladness of 
the heart for the glad day, once 
upon a time, a great gift was given 
to mankind by a Kind Parent, for 
our love, our very hearts, our obedi­
ence, and to treasure this gift in 
our hearts would make us all happy, 
bring the sweetest peace to our 
lives and make life well worth the 
living. So by these entertainments 
the largest and the smallest can 
join in the praises of the Christ 
child, who said “Suffer little child­
ren to come unto me and forbid 
them not,’’ and the little ones did 
their parts splendidly. The music 
was up to the standard; Ben. C. 
Davis leader. The Superintendent, 
Joseph Fitzwater, who has been 
Superintendent for the last forty 
years, made an address. Rev. Mr. 
McKee made an address also. Little 
Miss May Geiger Meyers hoped you 
would be just as happy next Christ­
mas as this Christmas, while little 
Master Harry Umstead soliloquized 
if he was a man he would buy 
Christmas presents for you all; but 
he only bad a penny just at that 
time. Never mind, Harry, you’ll 
get there and on time. The little 
folks did their parts nicely and 
were' deserving of much praise. 
For ourself we thank those who re­
membered us in the many gifts we
reived. An umbrella from Mr. and 
Mrs. Hallman, and also a gift from 
. Whitaker Thompson, Esq., U. S. 
District Attorney.
Sleighing is badly slayed, and 
the buzz wagon is in-evidence again. 
There is skating on the canal, and 
those who wish a limber conscience 
cau enjoy Sunday skating. If Dot 
then, when ?
Rev. Mr. McKee announced there 
was in our midst a Ladies’ Aid So­
ciety and a men’s, or to be more 
precise, a Gentlemen’s Aid Society. 
As Leap Year ended Thursday, the 
marriageable members of the Aid 
Society are not overly strenuous.
If you have any old and cast off 
resolutions from last year, you 
might do a benighted friend a last­
ing favor by sending to us as we 
have about run out. We would 
prefer the ironclad, ungraftable 
kind.
Milton Campbell and wife of Read- 
ng and Miss Neiman of Norris­
town were visitors at Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Campbell’s, Sunday.
Don’t remember whether we had 
a January thaw the first ot the year 
or not. If not, we are having a De­
cember thaw just now.
at
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INFANT BLINDNESS
Health Commissioner Dixon Says 
One-Third of the Cases of 
Blindness Can be Pre­
vented.
MOTHER SHOULD CALL DOCTOR
Old Law to Be Enforced That Will 
Secure Proper Treatment For 
New-Born Infants and 8ave 
Lose of Eyesight.
To guard new-born infants against 
that terrible misfortune, blindness, 
State Health Commissioner Dixon has 
revived a state law passed some years 
ago for just this object, but never en 
forced to any extent. This law, passed 
June 26, 1695, is entitled “An act for 
the prevention of blindness, imposing 
a duty upon all midwives, nurses or 
other persons having the care of in­
fants, and also upon the health officer, 
and fixing a penalty for neglect there­
of.” ,
Dr. Dixon declared today “that if the 
provisions of this law are carried out 
there is reason to hope that one-third 
qf the cases of blindness which so 
greatly diminishes the productive 
Value of the individual and too often 
renders him a burden on society may 
be prevented.”
Letter to Physicians.
To ten thousand physicians through­
out Pennsylvania Health Commission­
er Dixon is sending the following let­
ter:
“You are probably aware of the fact 
that the American Medical association 
at its last annual meeting authorized 
the issue of the report of the commit­
tee on ophthalmia neonatorum, which 
forcibly called attention to the faict 
that a very large percentage of the 
cases of blindness which the state is 
called upon to support is caused by 
that disease, and urged the necessity 
for organized and concerted effort on 
the part of the profession in all of the 
states of the Union to diminish this 
evil. That this appeal is most timely is 
sufficiently indicated by a recent re­
port from the Pennsylvania School for 
the Blind, which shows that in the 
past eight years more than one-third 
of the persons admitted to that insti­
tution have owed their affliction to 
this cause.
“This department has, therefore, 
thought it desirable to revive a law 
which has for many years lain dor­
mant on our statute books, and a copy 
of which is herewith enclosed.
“Inasmuch, however, as I doubt the 
wisdom of entrusting the treatment of 
so delicate an organ as the eye to un­
skilled hands, I have appended to the 
law instructions making it the duty 
of the health officer to urge those 
charge to secure the services of a phy­
sician at the earliest possible moment 
after the discovery of the disease, and 
have suggested a harmless cleansing 
solution to be used until such time as 
the physician could arrive and initiate 
the active treatment for which the 
nitrate of silver or some other silver 
salt will probably be deemed most ef­
fective. May I hope for your assist­
ance in carrying out this plan for di­
minishing a fertile cause of misery 
and disability?”
Instructions to Health Officers. 
The state department of health has 
sent to each of its 730 township health 
officers full Instructions as to their 
duty under the law. These instructions 
are as follows:
“In order to carry out the provisions 
of the above law it becomes your duty 
to acquaint yourself with the names 
and addresses of all midwives and 
nurses residing or practicing in your 
district, and to place a copy of the law 
in the hands of each, instructing her 
as to Its requirements.
"Immediately on receiving notifica­
tion from a midwife or nurse of the 
occurrence of a case of red or swollen 
eyes in a young infant you will inform 
the attending physician of the fact 
and will place in the hands of the mid­
wife or nurse the accompanying in­
structions, explaining that she is to 
follow them only until a physician ar­
rives to take charge of the case. If no
physician has been employed, you will 
urge upon the family the necessity for 
obtaining one, as otherwise the child 
may become permanently blind.”
Here is the prescription given for 
treating inflamed eyes In new-born in­
fants until the physician arrives:
To one pint of boiled water add two 
teaspoonfuls of boric acid and half a 
teaspoonful of table salt and keep cov­
ered in a jar which has been boiled. 
With a perfectly clean cloth or a wad 
of absorbent cotton bathe the lids with 
this solution and drop a few drops in 
the eye three times a day.”
State Health Commissioner Dixon 
has also requested the department’s 
medical inspector in every county in 
the state to assist the health officers 
in the discharge of the duty assigned 
them. A letter has also been written 
to the secretary of every city, borough 
and first class township board of 
health in Pennsylvania, calling their 
attention to the law and urging that 
these boards adopt such measures as 
will lead to its early enforcement in 
the municipality under the local 
board’s jurisdiction. The wording of 
the act of June 26,1895, is as follows: 
The Law.
"Whereas, Statistics compiled in this 
country and Europe demonstrate that 
fully 25 per centum of the blind owe
their affliction to an inflammation oi 
the conjunctive appearing a few dayi 
after birth; and
“Whereas, Experience has proved 
that the inflammation can be cured 
and the eyesight saved in the majority 
of cases if treatment be Instituted at 
an early state of the disease; and 
‘Whereas, Destruction of the eyes 
and blindness are usually the result of 
delay of treatment
"Section 1. Be it enacted, etc. That 
should one or both eyes of an infant 
become inflamed or swollen or red­
dened at any time within two weeks 
after birth, it shall be the duty of the 
midwife or nurse, or other person hav- 
ing the care of such infant, to report 
in writing, within six hours after the 
discovery thereof, te the health offloer 
or legally qualified practitioner of the 
city, town or district in which the 
mother of the child resides, the fact 
that such inflammation or swelling or 
redness exists.
“Section 2. That it shall be the duty 
of said health officer. Immediately 
upon receipt of said written report, to 
notify the parents or the person hav­
ing charge of said infant of the danger 
to the eye or eyes of said infant by 
reason of said condition from neglect 
of proper treatment of the same, and 
he shall also enclose to them direc­
tions for the proper treatment thereof.
“Section 3. Every health officer shall 
furnish a copy of this act to each per­
son who is known to him to act as 
midwife or nurse in the city or town 
for which such health officer is ap­
pointed, and the secretary of state 
shall cause a sufficient number of 
copies of this act to be printed and 
supply the same to such health officers 
on application.
“Section 4. Any failure to comply 
with the provisions of this act shall 
he punishable by fine not to exceed 
$200, or imprisonment not to exceed 





Will be sold at public sale on THURS­
DAY, JANUARY 7, 1909, at Dunn’s
hotel, Gratersford, Pa., one carload of 
extra Lebanon county fresh and a few 
springer cows, selected by myself, and 
they are good ones. All in need of excel­
lent baggers and milkers should attend 
this sale. Sale at 1 o’clock p. m. Con­
ditions by JONAS P. FISHER.
p G B L IG  HALE OF
Fresh Cows and Springers.
Will be sold at public sale on MONDAY, 
JANUARY 11,1909, at Sunnyside Stock 
Farm, Trooper, Pa., one carload of fresh 
cows and a few springers direct from 
Clarion county, Pa. This load consists 
of good, straight, young cows and great 
milk producers, and will be sold for the 
high dollar. These cows come from a 
country where the foot and mouth disease 
is unknown and do not pass through any 
stock yards and will be thoroughly in­
spected, so that there is absolutely no 
risk to the purchaser. Sale at 1 o’clock 
m. Conditions by
Ss* JOS. T. HALLMAN. 
David Kratz, auct. J. J. Hartman, clerk.
IOR RENT.
A farm of 30 acres. Suitable for 
butcher. Apply to
W. H. STROUD,
Cross Keys Road. Collegeville, Pa.
F OR SALE,A lot of sucking pigs eight weeks 
C. M. PLUSH,old. Apply to 
12-31 Near Areola, Pa.
F<IOR SALK.Livery stable, including shed, har­
ness, carriages, blankets, &c. of S. Gross 
Fry. Apply to his attorney,
E. L. HALT .MAN,
12-17. Norristown, Pa.
JgV'ARM WANTED.
I would like to buy a farm, about 40 
to 60 acres, with first-class buildings; 
farm with some pasture and woods pre­
ferred. Would like to buy direct from 
owners. Write at once; describing your 
property in detail. Address
W. P. LUCAS, Perkasie, Pa. 
R. D. 2. 12-31
PRODUCE QUOTATIONS.
The Latest Closing Prices For Produce 
and Live Stock.
PHILADELPHIA—FLOUR steady; 
winter extras, new, $3.75@3.90; win­
ter clear, $4 @ 4.25; city mills, fancy,
*BRYE6FLOUR dull, at $4.10@4.15 per 
barrel. „  . . .WHEAT firm; No. 2 red, western, 
$1.03%@1.04.
CORN steady; No. 2 yellow, local, 
66@66%c. „OATS quiet; No. 2 white, clipped, 
66%c.; lower grades, 54c. * , ,
HAY steady; timothy, large bales, 
$15 per ton.POULTRY—Live firm; hens, 12% 
@13%c.; old roosters, 9%c. Dressed 
steady; choice fowls, 14c.; old roost­
ers, 9_%c.BUTTER steady; extra creamery,
EGGS steady; selected, 38 @ 40c.; 
nearby, 34c.: western, 34c.
POTATOES steady; per bushel, 83 
@85c. Sweet Potatoes steady; per 
basket, 40@50c.
Live Stock Markets.
PITTSBURG (Union Stock Yards)- 
CATTLE active and higher; choice. 
$6.50@6.75; prime, $6.20@6.40.
SHEEP higher; prime wethers, $4.75 
@5; culls and common, $2@2.50; 
lambs, $5@7.85; veal calves, $9@9.50.
HOGS higher; prime heavies, $6.25 
@6.30; mediums. $6.20@6.25; heavy 
Yorkers, $6.10@6.20; light Yorkers, 
$5.75@5.90; pigs, $5.50@5.60; roughs 
$4.60@6.60. _______ ■
Thursday, December 24.
James O’Brien, aged sixty-two years, 
a noted detective, died at Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., of heart trouble.
New York state spent $2,500,000 for 
charity during the fiscal year just 
closed, according to a statement made 
by the state board of charities.
George Schreeongost shot and killed 
his wife on the street at Dubois, Pa., 
and then, turning the weapon on him­
self, inflicted a probably fatal wound.
Figures compiled at the Pennsyl­
vania state highway department indi­
cate that the state has thus far com 
pleted 542 miles of good roads and that 
223 miles are under contract or in 
course of construction.
Saturday, December 26.
Notice was issued that the Buck 
Ridge colliery at Shamokin, Pa., oper­
ated by Irish Bros., would resume op­
erations Jan. 4.
Thomas Jackson, a young farmer of 
Bath county, Ky., shot and fatally 
wounded his father, Henry Jackson, 
during a quarrel.
Herman Wade, sixteen years old, 
and Lyle Misener, fourteen years old, 
were drowned in Stone lake, at Cas- 
sopolis, Mich., by breaking through the 
ice while skating.
In a collision between an automobile 
and a trolley car in . .ew York, George 
C. Hurlburt, the aged librarian of the 
American Geographical society, and 
bis daughter were fatally injured.
iAW FURS WANTED.
My prices are as follows: Skunk, 
25c. to $1.80; muskrats, tall, 20c., winter, 
25c. Highest price for all other kinds. 
Write and I will call.
CHAS. BEAN,
12-17. R. D. 1, Collegeville, Pa.
No t i c e .The annual meeting of the stock­holders of the Collegeville National Bank 
will be held in the Directors’ room on 
Tuesday, January 12, 1909, between the 
hours of 10 a. m. and 12 m., for tbe elec­




No t i c e .In the Court of Common Pleas of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.
On December 12, 1908, was presented the 
Petition of John A. Brooke, of Limerick 
township, representing inter alia:
That he is tbe owner of a certain messu­
age or. tenement and two contiguous tracts 
or pieces of land situate in Limerick town­
ship, together containing forty - seven 
acres and seventy-seven perches of land, 
more or less, joining lands of John Hall­
man, Jacob Kline and others in said 
county.That said premises are covered by a 
mortgage given by Michael F. Beirn a 
prior owner to John Boyer, on December 
19, 1)862, and recorded in the Recorder’s 
Office at Norristown, in Mortgage Book 
No. 51, page 509. Said mortgage is given 
for Seventeen Hundred Dollars.
That said Mortgage was on April 3, 
1865, satisfied of record on the margin of 
said Mortgage Book by Mary Boyer, as­
signee of John Boyer, themortagee named 
In said mortgage. Said satisfaction is 
properly attested by the Recorder of 
Deeds, but no assignment of said mort­
gage from John Boyer to Mary Boyer has 
been filed and is lost, and the said mort­
gage satisfaction is improper and irregu­
larly satisfied by Mary Boyer, no author­
ity being shown for said Mary Boyer to 
satisfy the same.
That more than twenty-one years have 
elapsed since said mortgage became due, 
and no payment has been made of the 
principal or interest for said period of 
twenty-one years, and the legal presump­
tion of payment has long since arisen.
He therefore prays the Court to direct 
the Sheriff of Montgomery county to give 
notice to John Boyer, his heirs and legal 
representatives and all other parties in 
interest to appear In said court on the 
day and date fixed by the court.
Notice is hereby given to John Boyer, 
his heirs and legal representatives and all 
other parties In interest to appear in said 
court on Monday, February l, 1909, at 10 
o’clock a. m., to show cause why said 
mortgage should not be fully satisfied ot 
record by the Court.
CHAUNCEY J. BUCKLEY, Sheriff.
E. F. Slough and O. L. Evans, Attorneys 
for Petitioner.
Sheriff’s Office, Norristown, Pa.
E m m a  k n a p p ,COLLEGEVILLE, PA.,
DRESSMAKING
AND PLAIN SEWING, at home, or by 
the day or week at the homes of patrons. 
Charges reasonable. 11-5.
J ^ A V ID  CULP, J R .,
Blacksmith and Horseshoer
at the old stand on Main Street, College­
ville, near Perkiomen Bridge All kinds 
of blacksmithing done. Horseshoeing a 
specialty. 10-1.
F. C. P O L E Y ,
LIMERICK SQUARE, PA.
DEALER IN
STOVES, RANGES, and all kinds of 
TIN, GRANITE, and ALUMINUM 
WARE.
TINSMITHING
in all its branches. Stoves remounted at 
homes or in the shop. Car fare paid to 
persons purchasing new stoves or ranges. 
CELLAR HEATERS sold and placed and 
guaranteed to give satisfaction.
4 SHORT STORY AND MISCELLANY,
Won by a 
Turnout.
By RUTH CAMPBELL.
Copyrighted, 1908, by Associated 
Literary Press.
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With a derisive honk the car shot 
past the pedestrians and vanished in 
a cloud of dust. Dorothy Stanford re­
garded it angrily and stamped her 
foot.
“That’s the third time he’s done 
that thing. I believe he’s doing it on 
purpose. If he passes us again I’ll”—
What she would do was not toM, 
for at that Instant there sounded an­
other warning, and now a gray car 
shot past in pursuit of the red.-
“They have a right to the road,” de­
fended Lawrence Mayling indulgent­
ly. He could afford to be generous to 
a defeated foe, since Dolly had es­
chewed automobiles and had taken to 
pedestrlanism.
Mayling had no car, but he was a 
good walker and the holder of the 
distance championship which was con­
tested every Saturday.
The Marathon races had roused the 
local love of athletics, wherefore the 
distance: runner and the distance 
walker were the local heroes.
This had given Larry Mayling his 
chance with Dolly, for his long legs car-
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“ T O V  R IS K E D  TOTTB L IF E  FO B  H IS ,"  F IN ­
IS H E D  D O LLY  PRO U D LY .
ried him over the ground at a splen­
did speed, and he left all others far 
behind.
All summer, with Dudley Blount 
and Paul Frazer contending for Dol­
ly’s favor, he had seen little of her. 
She had loved the swift, easy motion 
of the high powered cars, and she had 
been unable to resist their charms. 
But since the athletic fad had struck 
Chesterton the owners of cars were 
decidedly out of it.
Not alone were they regarded as per­
sons too lazy to use nature’s own 
means of locomotion, but in addition 
they got themselves very much dis­
liked by speeding past pedestrian par­
ties and raising a dust that made 
walking unpleasant.
“They should be kept off the course 
at least,” said Dolly severely. “The 
roads are for the people and not mere­
ly for a few selfish persons who have 
money enough to buy cars.” ,
Mayling smiled, but said nothing. 
Not so long ago Dolly had protested 
against the deliberate fashion in which 
pedestrians occupied the road to the 
annoyance of autoists.
Now the shoe pinched the other foot, 
and she had changed her opinions. 
There might, after all, be a chance to 
win her hanfl before the walking fad 
died.
The situation was not due to the fact 
that Mayling cared for Dolly while she j 
did not care for him, but Stephen 
Stanford, Dolly’s father, had made a 
fortune in Chesterton, and Mayling I 
argued that the easiest way to win a 
fortune was to marry one.
With the coming of the athletic craze 
he had seen his opportunity to win, 
and he had pressed his advantage 
hard. Now he was training Dolly for 
the ladies’ race, which was to be a 
feature of the coming week’s sports, 
and he was making the most of his 
opportunities.
Blount and Frazer, whom he chose 
to regard as his disappointed rivals, 
persisted in running their cars over 
the triangular course on which the 
races were to be tried, and Dolly 
waxed more and more angry each 
time the cars passed them with the 
honk that was capable of so many 
interpretations.
What made it worse was that she 
really cared for Dudley Blount, and 
she was both hurt and angry at the 
calm fashion in which he had aban­
doned all effort to win her favor when 
she had decided that walking was the 
thing.
Dolly had expected that he would 
make some fight against the new fad, 
but instead he had laughed when she 
ntged him to take up the exercise.
“You would do well to leave the car 
in the garage for awhile,” she coun­
seled. “Walking is good for you.”
“I get plenty of that when the car 
breaks down,” he reminded her. “I 
guess I’ll stick to wheels, Dolly, and 
let you do the walking.”
Dolly had shrugged her shoulders to 
show her indifference, but she was 
none the less hurt and angry and pro­
ceeded to show marked interest in 
Mayling in order to teach Blount a
lesson that he seemed too Indifferent 
to learn.
As Frazefs red car passed them for 
about the tenth time in their circuit 
of the course Dolly had a sudden in­
spiration.
“Mr. Blount in his gray car cannot 
be far behind,” she said. “Let us pre­
tend that we do not hear and make 
him take the side of the road instead.” 
“Do you think that he will?” asked 
Mayling uneasily.
“Of course he will turn out,” said 
Dolly confidently. “He won’t try to 
run us down, and When he sees that 
we do not Intend to move out he will 
have to turn.”
She smiled radiantly at the idea, but 
found no answering smile on her es­
cort’s face. Mayling went white to 
the lips at the thought of what might 
happen were the plan to miscarry 
He did not think of the girl, only of 
himself, for Mayling despite his ath­
letic prowess was no moral hero.
He was not afraid to fight. Indeed, 
he rather welcomed the opportunity, 
for he was reasonably certain to knock 
out his man, but to walk with one’s 
back to an auto and to dare a rival to 
keep on '¡vere not at all to his liking.
When the faint humming of the mo­
tor told of the coming of the gray 
racer Dolly smiled delightedly. Notic­
ing signs of a bolt on the part of her 
companion as the frantic sounding of 
the horn told that Blount was near, 
she caught at his coat.
In an ecstasy of fear Mayling threw 
off her hold and dashed for the side 
of the road just as Blount, to avoid an 
accident, took chances on the road­
side.
Mayling ran directly into the path 
of the auto, and then,, with another 
quick twist of the steering wheel, 
Blount threw the car at the stone 
fence.
The next instant there was the 
sound of exploding tires, and the 
driver was thrown heavily to the 
frozen ground.
He lay still and white, and with a lit­
tle cry of terror Dolly ran to his side. 
Tenderly she raised his head into her 
lap and with her handkerchief stanch­
ed the flow of blood from the cut in 
his forehead, while Mayling stood 
wonderlngly by.
“Can’t you go for a doctor?” she 
asked when at last she looked up. “If 
you had done as I told you it would 
have be4n all right, but you had to 
run at the wrong moment for all the 
world like a scared chicken. I thought 
that athletics made men brave, but I 
was wrong. It seems to make them 
foolish. That action of Mr. Blount’s 
Was braver than anything you ever 
dared think of.”
“I guess I won’t  need a doctor, Dol­
ly,” murmured the injured man. 
“That is all the tonic I need. It would 
have been all right if you had kept to 
the road, but when Mayling ran di­
rectly in my path I”—
“You risked your life for his,” fin­
ished Dolly proudly. “Dudley, you 
were splendid.”
“I guess I had better get a car­
riage anyhow,” said Mayling sheep­
ishly as he started for the town. The 
scene was not to his liking.
The two beside the road did not 
even seem to realize that he was gone, 
for in each other’s eyes they read the 
old. old story and found It delightful­
ly ne'w. Blount had won by a turn­
out. His ruined car and aching head 
were forgotten.
TIME IN TURKEY.
The Hours Are Always Changing and 
Holidays Are Numerous.
In addition to laziness in Turkey 
there is inaccuracy. The Turkish of­
ficial is naturally inaccurate, and habit 
and conceit make him more so. This 
perhaps is due to the way in which 
Turkey measures time. Twelve o’clock 
in the day corresponds with sunset— 
that is to say, whatever hour the sun 
sets, it must always be 12. Conse­
quently the hours change always, get­
ting later the first half of the year and 
earlier in the last, which compels ev­
erybody to put his watch to daily tor­
ture. So no one in Turkey can flatter 
himself that he has the exact time. 
The most strict of Englishmen soon 
loses his national punctuality, so when 
two Turks make an appointment it is 
within the limit of half an hour or an 
hour, and even then they don’t gen­
erally arrive till after the time agreed 
on, each one calculating on the utmost 
possible delay on the part of the other.
Consequently the state employees are 
not bound down by very severe dis­
cipline. No one expects them to arrive 
at their oflice at any particular time, 
especially as the majority of them go 
hardly at all. As for the most indus­
trious, they appear for two or three 
hours in the afternoon only, and rather 
lsite. In the morning state offices are 
usually closed. Besides this workdays 
are rather scarce for the race of offi­
cials. Friday is the Sabbath of the 
Mohammedans. Saturday is the day 
after a feast day, and one does not do 
much then. Sunday the Greeks and 
Armenians remain, like good Chris­
tians, at home, and the Mohammedans 
generally imitate, so good an example. 
Monday is again the morrow of a feast 
day. Wednesday there is a meeting of 
the council of ministers, and few em­
ployees go then to the ministry. With 
religious festivals added in, it is easy to 
understand that out of the 365 days of 
the year there are not many left to con­
secrate to the interests of the Otto­




The Farmer of the Future.
The future farmer will subirrigate 
his land and defy drought as well as 
floods. He will become a scientific 
forester, and every farm will produce 
wood and lumber as well as wheat and 
apples. A single acre will produce 
what ten acres yield now. Women will 
work outdoors as heartily as men—in 
fact, they will be the horticulturists 
and the truck gardeners. There will 
be closer relation between the producer 
and the consumer, ignoring a horde of 
middlemen who frequently waste more 
than is destroyed by ignorant help and 
insect foes combined. Under the alli­
ance with the school the farm will be 
valued not only for its gross weight of 
products, but for its poems and Its edu­
cation. As our schools become places 
for applying as well as acquiring 
knowledge, our farm homes will be­
come integral parts of the garden 
school and the school farm. The alli­
ance between the home and the school 
will become very close. A valley full 
of farms is already „the nearest to par­
adise that we have, but the future will 
tenfold its wealth and hundredfold its 
delights.—Independent.
He Has Become Practically a Thing 
of the Past.
An old sea captain who brought his 
ship into port recently after a long 
voyage from the east was talking about 
the changed conditions in the merchant 
marine since he entered it fifty years 
ago.
“I was thinking particularly,” he 
said, “of how- the cabin boy has com­
pletely disappeared, or at least how ex­
tremely rare he Is now. I went to sea 
when I was twelve years old and got 
my full share of the many duties and 
few pleasures that belonged to the job 
I rook. I waited on the officers, or 
the passengers if we haa any, helped 
the steward in the pantry and even 
had to assist ‘cookie,’ despite the chron­
ic kicking I put up over that imposi­
tion. Besides all those things, of 
course, the crew made me run errands 
for them, and everybody in general 
seemed to regard ‘the boy’ as the 
scapegoat for anything that went 
wrong. All new cabin boys were un­
mercifully laughed at if they were 
either homesick or seasick, and there 
were various practical jokes which had 
to be tried on them by the seamen. I 
remember well how I was told the first 
day I came aboard never to throw any­
thing to windward except hot water 
and ashes and how I was green enough 
to follow these orders implicitly. The 
sight of my red and streaming eyes set 
the crew into roars of laughter.
“Those times are gone. There’s no 
place at sea for any one but an able- 
bodied man now. Even the ‘mess boys.’ 
so called on the liners and in the navy, 
are all men. The modern changes in 
the build of vessels have left no work 
fit for a boy, and I don’t believe you 
could find one now unless on some very 
small craft."—Philadelphia Ledger.
A Burly Burglar’s Confidence In an 
Editor’s Business Acumen.
A man who admitted that he came 
direct from state prison tried to sell 
to the city editor of a New York news­
paper a weird and startling story of a 
missing will which he declared had 
been revealed to him by a fellow con­
vict. He was a burly fellow with a 
prognathous Jaw, and he had lost an 
eye in battle. The mere look of him 
would frighten a timid citizen into 
tremors. Mr. White, the expert in 
criminology, cross examined the man 
as follows:
“Why were you in Auburn?” 
“Highway” (meaning, of course, high­
way robbery).
“I suppose you were wrongfully con­
victed.”
“Nub; dey had me right.”
Such engaging candor made Mr. 
White feel that the man was truthful, 
and he was greatly disappointed when 
strict investigation disclosed the fact 
that the story of the missing will was 
all fictitious. The man was disap­
pointed, too, at the failure of his ro­
mance, but he went away from the 
newspaper office in cheerful mood, 
with some remark about better luck 
next time.
A week later Mr. White was sum­
moned to the reception room of the 
newspaper, and there he found his 
friend, the burly highwayman, his 
shoulders broader, his single eye fiercer 
than ever. But his visit was quite 
friendly, although somewhat tinged 
with business. He evidently believed 
he could rely on Mr. White’s good 
faith and business acumen. Fixing 
Mr. White with his glittering eye, the 
strong armed one plucked him by the 
sleeve over to a comer of the room 
and there in a loud, hoarse whisper in­
quired:
“Say, couldjer do anyt’lng wit’ a cou­
ple o’ watches-?”—Harper’s Weekly.
We Would Like to 
Give You a Valu- 
able Little Book.
We refer to a Savings Deposit Book. 
It will cost you nothing. Just make a 
f deposit of one dollar. This little- 
book will start you to saving—will be the 
most valuable book you ever owned.
3 per cent, allowed on Savings Deposits. 
Interest compounded.
fforristown Trust Co.





Men’s Imt. Allg., 50c., 76c.
Men’s Tan and Black Viol, $1.00, $1.25.
Romeo Black and Tan, $1.25, $1.50.
Felt Juliette.
Fur trimmed Black and Brown, 
75c., $l„00, $1.25.
Felt Slippers, $1.00.
Children's Red Slippers 75c., 85c.
All kinds of SHOES are useful gifts.
Bimini and the Fountain of Youth.
Bimini was a fabulous Island firmly 
believed in by the Indians of the An­
tilles, though they could give no fur­
ther clew to Its location than that it 
lay some hundreds of leagues north 
of Hispaniola. On this Island was 
the famous fountain of youth, giv- 
lng perpetual health and vigor. It 
was the search for this fountain that 
led Ponce de Leon and Hernando de 
Soto to Florida, on the outskirts of 
which the Island was generally sup­
posed to be situated. -A T -
Concerning Hit Kissing of Her.
Only one person with a mean dis­
position would have figured out this 
little prose poem. It runs as follows:
Which do you think Is the greatest 
slur?
DID he kiss her?
Did HE kiss her?
Did he KISS her?
Or,
Did he kiss HER?—Cleveland News.
firownbacks Store
T IR .A r iF IE ’I E ,  f a .
Bees Can Hear.
Bees can hear. In sparsely settled 
countries, where farmers have very 
few hives of bees and are not in it for 
the money, they have very primitive 
methods of catching bees when they 
swarm, or, in other words, when the 
young bees start to find a home of 
their own. Sometimes these bees get 
away and go for miles and are not 
caught. But neighbors are on the 
watch during this season and most are 
caught.
How? By throwing leaves, small 
sticks, etc., to arrest their flight, be­
cause they will immediately fly around 
anything in their way and these bring 
them to the ground. Now, sometimes 
these swarms are so high in the air 
that they cannot be reached by throw­
ing, so farmers get old pans, kettles, 
etc., and make as large a racket as 
possible, and the bees are attracted by 
the sounds and immediately light near 
them. Now, what better proof Is 
needed that bees can hear?—Letter in 
Cleveland Plain Dealer.
Power of Habit Strong.
“The habit of looking under the bed 
for burglars,” the young woman said, 
“is something that folks laugh at, but 
I have never been able to get myself 
out of it. I never feel perfectly com­
fortable unless I look, no matter where 
I happen to be. To my mind - there 
isn’t any place except a safe deposit 
vault' burglars are unlikely to be. In 
fact, the habit is so strongly ingrained 
in me that one night when I was stay­
ing in a small country hotel, where 
there was nothing but a folding bed 
in the room, I took It down and then 
looked under It before I got into bed. 
That’s a fact. I laughed at myself the 
minute after.”—Detroit Free Press.
The Great Need.
“Miss Dolly, you’ know the old ad­
age”—
“I don’t  want to hear anything about 
add-ages,” she Interrupted. “What we
girls want Is some subtract-ages.”_
Woman’s Home Companion.______
Couldn’t Stand Strain.
“Does she worry much about her ex­
pense account?”
“Oh. no; not th a t”
“What troubles her, then?”
“Just her husband’s bar account”
London In White.
After a few visits to the White City 
one feels rather desirous of white­
washing the whole of London. Why 
not? White is an admirable back­
ground for color. Our blue sky be­
comes bluer, and our gray sky looks 
more beautiful behind it. while a gold­
en sky makes white buildings delight­
ful. If we could only make the whole 
city white, to begin with, and then- 
gradually and sparingly color, what a 
beautiful city London would be!—Brit­
ish Architect
Keeping Up to Date.
“Yes.” said the housewife, “yours is 
a sad story. But it isn’t the same 
'story you told last year.”
“Well, lady.” answered Plodding 
Pete, “you surely wouldn’t expect a 
man to go all dat time an’ not show 
any improvement!”—Washington Star.
Accents.
In the midst of a rambling speech 
the political orator declared, “The sit­
uation is grave; the crisis is acute.” 
“And the gentleman’s speech.” added 
the newspaper reporter, “was circum­
flex.”—Youth’s Companion.
The Noble Horse
He deserves a warm and 
strong 5A Blanket. It 
will protect trim from the bit­
ter cold, give him comfort. 
keei him healthy.
5 A blankets have a world­
wide reputation for strength 
and length of wear.
Buy a  5A Bias G irth  for th e  Stable.
B uy  a  oA F q u a  r e  f o r  t h e  S tr e e t .
Y/e Sell Them —  -  —
TheM . Benjamin Co.
Jobbers and Retailers of HARDWARE, 
PAINTS, TOOLS, AND 
MILL 8UPPLIE8
N o. 2 0 5  Bridge St.,
PH ffiH lXVILLE, PA.
Both ’Phones. J. P. 8TETLER, Manager.
-- W hen in Norristown -
----  IT WILL ----
P A Y  YOU
---- TO VISIT-----
SABELOSm SHOE STORES,
26 AM® 138 W . MAIM ST.,
Where you can get GOOD SERVICEABLE 
SHOES for Men, Women and Children 
at the LOWEST POSSIBLE 
PRICES.
We give $10.00 of Crown Trading Stamps 
on all purchases of $1.00 or more.
| COTTON AND WOOL FLANNELS, Out­
ing Flannel and Flannelettes in plain 
and fancy colors.
UNDERWEAR, the warm kind, for 
Ladies, Gents and Children.
RED BLANKETS and COMFORT­
ABLES.
FUR MUFF SETS and COLLARETTES, 
real, genuine fur.
FOR THE MEN AND BOYS: Heavy 
Gloves, Sweaters, Caps, Corduroy 
Pantaloons, Felt Boots, Snag-Proof 
Rubber Boots, Freed Bros, line of 
Shoes, the kind that wear and give 
satisfaction.
HORSE BLANKETS for stable and 
street use.
PLUSH LAP ROBES, a large assortment,
OIL CLOTH and LINOLEUS, Bissell 
Carpet Sweepers.
[ GROCERIES.
FRESH B. W. FLOUR, Corn Meal, Mince 
Meat. All kinds of Canned and Dried 
Fruits.
GIVE US'A CALL. Bell ’phone.
Need not be 
connected to  
Waterworks
The same water is used over 
and over again to operate
Hot Water and 
Steam Systems
Only a few gallons need to 





ONE OF TH E VERT 
BEST BOILERS OM 
TH E MARKET.
The undersigned will furnish and erect 
IDEAL BOILERS and guarantee satis­
faction. Will also furnish aDd erect the 
FREED BOILERS — excellent steam 
makers, safe, and satisfactory—manufact­
ured by the Steam Fitters' Heater Company 
of Collegeville. Windmills furnished and 
erected, Hand Pumps supplied and placed, 
and all kinds of Steam Fitting and Plumb­
ing done at reasonable prices.
44,
J . H . B O L T O N ,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
H ’ \ gi
§
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E. G. Brownback, Trappe.
FRANK W. SHALK0P,
(Successor to John 8. Kepler,)
Undertaker * Embaimer
T R A P P E , P A .
I will have the assistance of Daniel Shuler, 
an undertaker of many years’ experience, 
and shall spare no effort to meet the fullest 
expectations of those who will entrust me to serve them.
HT Will meet trains at all Stations. Or 
ders received by telephone or telegraph. -25
CHAS. A. SA BELO SK Y ,
26 AND 138 W. MAIN STREET, 
NORRI8TOWN, PA.10- 11.
A d vertise  Y our S a le s  tn  th e  
In d ep en d en t.
Insure Your Horses
against loss by death from disease or acci- 
dentinthe LOWER PROVIDENCE 
MUTUAL LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO. 
Full amount of appraisement paid when loss 
occurs.
I. Z. REINER, President. 
D. M. CASSELBERRY, Secretary.
WM. H. BOUD, Treasurer, Audubon. 
A p p ra isers!
THEO. DETWILER, Eaglevllle: H. H. 
ROBISON, CoUegeville; W. E. BEAN, 
Trooper; JAMES A. MORGAN, 61 East 
Penu St., Norristown.
your purchases at 
STORE. Yean of 
experience enables the proprietor 
to know just what to buy, how 
to buy, and how to selFths thou- 
sand and more articles kept in 
iW stock in a thoroughly equipped 
g g  general store.
% jjt In DRY GOODS, GROCER- 
*g  IES, DRIED FRUITS, CANNED 
5 $  GOODS, or in any department of
the big store on the corner you ^  
will find what you want at the 
right price. gg
Ready-made Pantaloons and ft  
Overalls, Ovemhoes, and Freed’s jjg 
Boots and Shoes are among the 66 
specialties. 5»
f tCrockery and Glassware, Palnta,
Oil, Putty, Hardware.
8Gents’ Furnishing Goods in *g 
variety. AS
1  W. P. FEITOir, Ix z  "





E sta b lish ed  - 1875.
Choice Bread
AND
C a k e s
IN VARIETY.
Foil assortment of Cakes and Confection­
ery always on hand. Ice Cream and Water 
Ices. Special attention given to supplying 
Weddings and Parties.
JOHN H. C U S T E R ,
88ju. COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
8 Ê
Dead Anim als Removed
F R E E  O F CH ARG E.
I will pay $1.00 for Dead Horses and 
$1.00 for Dead Cows.
’Phone— Bell, 11-L.
Geo. W . Schweiker,
PRO VIDE VOE SQUARE, PA.
GET TOUR P o stera  P r in ted  at th e  In d ep en d en t Office.
SHORT STORY AND MISCELLANY 5
OLAMBR’S GRIST MILL,
Collegeville, Penna.,
Do tbe BEST CHOPPING and is the BEST PLACE to get the BEST FEED, such as 
■W heat Bran, Corn Bran, No. 1 Sugar Feed, Linseed Meal, Oats, Cracked Corn, Oats 
Feed lor plenty of milk, etc., etc.,
A T  T H E  L O W E S T  C A S H  P R IC E .
Our excellent equipment and obliging employes enable us to supply your needs 
BETTER and QUICKER than any other mill.
Give us a call and we will supply your wants at short notice.
F . J. CLAM ER.
EMIL KLAUSFELDER, Manager.
“It’s Just Like This!”
When you have occasion to introduce 
any Plumbing Fixtures, or to have your 
home heated with steam or hot water, you 
want only the most skillful mechanics to 
plan and execute the work.
“ It’s Just Like This!”
Plumbing Fixtures, or a Heating 
Apparatus, are not put in for a day. Under 
proper conditions they last for generations.
“ It’s Just Like T his!”
We are prepared to submit plans and install the latest style 
Plumbing Fixtures, or the most efficient Steam or Hot Water 
Heating Apparatus, at the lowest price consistent with good 
material and workmanship.
“It’s Just Like This!”
When you find it necessary to have any repairs made, send 
us your orders. We will not keep you waiting, nor will we put 
you to any avoidable inconvenience.
GEO. F. CLAMER,
j„xa, C O L L E G E V IL L E , PA,
HOLD ON T H E B E !
Be careful cot to place your ordere for 











I am fully equipped at my New 
Location, Ridge Pike, one-third 
mile South of Perkiomen Bridge, 
to serve my old pat' ons and in­
vite new one« to give me a trial 
All work guaranteed. 
C arriages and  B u sin ess  
W agons B u ilt  lo  O rder  
a t  B igb t P r ices.
Now ready for Spring Painting 
and Varnishing. Rubber Tiring 
done in the shop. Horseshoeing 
and General Repairing. Keystone 
’Phone.












a chance to estimate on your wants. We
COAL, LUMBER, FEED,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
W . H. GRISTOCK’S SONS
THE ENTERPRISE Railroad House, Collegeville, Pa.
Are certain to give yon entire satisfaction 
as to the Lumber itself and its delivery. 
We may save you a dollar or two. also.
Come and see ns.
Collegeville L ivery
and Boarding Stable
^  MARBLE MS*
—AND—
G-ranite W o rk s.
Good teams furnished promptly at rea' 
sonable prices. Moving and heavy haul­
ing done.
H E M  YOST JB, Haiapr.
H. K. BRANDT« «  Proprietor.
W alnut Street and Seventh  
Ave., Royersford, Pa.
FIRST-CLASS WORK. LOW PRICES.
t h e  b e s t  h a r n e s s
h a d e  t o  o r d e r .
B''oc*c °T hsr- ess supplies, saddles, 
bridles, boots, blankets for summer and 
™?ter, stable brooms, combs, brushes, &c. 
REPAIRING OF HARNESS a specialty.
Also choice grade cigars. 8pecial atten­tion to box trade.
w . E. JOHNSON,
PROVIDENCE SQUARE, PA
N O B B  I S  T O W N  HERALD  B O O K  BINDERY. Binding, 
"lob Ruling, Perlorating, Paging, Number- 
Blank Books for Banks and Business 
Ü°U8?8’ frlven special attention. Magazines 
. , an<l repairing done quickly and
Addi’ Estimates cheerfully furnished.
t HE HERALD PUBLISHING COMPANY.
When in Norristown, Pa..
(STOP AT TH E
R A M  B O  H O U S E ,
(Opposite Court House).
---- oOo----
¡O p "  First-class Accommodations for Mao 
and Beast.
8tabling for 100 horses. Rates reasonable 
Both English and German spoken.
P. K. Cable, Proprietor.




De s ig n s  
C o py r ig h t s  A c.
tions strictly confidential. HANDBOOK on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. 
Patents taken tnrough Munn A Co. receive
»pedal notice, without charge, in the
Scientific American.
A handsomely Illustrated weekly. Largest cir­culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a 
year ; four months, $L Sold by all newsdealers.
MUNN & Co 36fBro*df|i>y» New York
Branch Office, 686 F S t, Washington, D. C.
Subscribe for T he In d ep en d en t. 










No more trouble with your 
SOFT HAT losing its shape 
when you get caught in a rain­
storm. C R A V E N E T T E  
HATS are rain and weather­
proof—just like a raincoat. 
They look just like any other 
Soft Hat, but are rendered 
weather-proof by the famous 
cravenetting process and will 
give double the wear an ordin­
ary Soft Hat will.
Men’s Clothes
Reasonably Priced.
Nowhere can you get better 
CLOTHES. You’ll find them, 
we believe, better than you’ve 
been buying. Prices $10, 
$12.50, $15, and upwards to 
$25.
R . M . R O O T ,
«21 H igh S treet,
P O T T S T O W N . PA.
- FURNITURE •
SPRING IS COMING—THE TIME FOR
MAKING CHANGES IN YOUR
HOU8EFURNI8HING8.
T b e first th ing to  d ec id e . Is t
“ W here w ill I p u rch ase  ?**
Before making your choice, it will be to 
your advantage to call and examine stock 
and secure prices at
The Collegeville Furniture Store
Where it is always a pleasure to SHOW 
GOODS.
A FULL LINE of all grades of
Furniture and Housefurn- 
ishing Goods in Stock.
Carpets, Mattings, Oil Cloths and Lin­
oleums.
Picture Frames made to order.
Carpets cleaned and relayed.
Repairing and upholstering attended to 
promptly.
Undertaker > Emballer
Orders entrusted to my charge will receive 
the most careful and painstaking attention.
John Ii. B echtel,
C O LLEG EV ILLE, PA.
'P hone No. 18.
tttF-The I ndependent’s eight pages 
contain local and general news,agri­
cultural cotes, short stories and j 
interesting miscellaneous reading ! 
matter. A copy every week for 52 ! 
weeks, $1.00. i
A Second Hand 
Love Affair.
By MARTHA COBB SANFORD.
< Copyrighted, 1908, by Associated /  
\  Literary Press. <
Dan Hewling, graduate of Harvard, 
famous athlete and popular society 
man, startled his aristocratic intimates 
by refusing to follow the smoothly 
beaten trail prepared by his progeni­
tor and by starting in literally at the 
bottom of the mill.
The mill, a plant manufacturing cot­
ton thread, was situated in a little far­
away New England town that no one 
had ever heard of until Dan discov­
ered it.
While his friends and family stood 
around amazed or weeping Dan laugh­
ingly gave his dress suit a farewell 
pat and instructed his man to fold his 
brand new overalls carefully. He 
wouldn’t have them creased for any­
thing. Fancy making one’s first ap­
pearance in mussed up overalls! It 
would blight his whole career.
But the following Monday morning, 
when ne groped his way down to the 
factory in the sunless dawn, the situa­
tion seemed less comic than he had 
pictured it. Dan was no quitter, how­
ever. He proved that as the long, 
arduous days went by.
The mystery to his friends was on 
seeing him over an occasional week 
end that he appeared not only plucky 
and determined to make a success of 
his work, but actually happy.
No amount of comradely interest in 
his fellow laborers, no mere appre­
ciation of simple country life, they ar­
gued, could account for that.
And they were quite right.
The direct cause of Dan’s enthusi­
asm over his work was Mary Brown. 
She worked in the room where he was 
now overseer, but for several weeks 
they had worked as second hands side
LA U G H ED  E L S IE .
by side and exchanged the scant cour­
tesies of each working day as it 
passed. Gradually Dan fell Into the 
habit of walking home with Mary at 
night, their boarding places being 
near together.
Their conversation at first centered 
around their one mutual interest—their 
daily work. About herself Dan could 
not make Mary talk. She seemed shy 
and embarrassed, but she was evi­
dently genuinely pleased with his rapid 
promotion.
In the wholesome presence of this 
pretty, bright, unsophisticated girl 
Dan came to feel himself better under­
stood, more stimulated and more con­
tented than with any one he had ever 
known. In fact, he woke suddenly to 
the fact that he loved her.
With this realization came the seri­
ous contemplation of his future. What 
would his family say if he should tell 
them that he contemplated marrying a 
"second hand’’ in the mill?
Why was he not free to act inde­
pendent of all the rest of the world? 
Here was he, young and strong and 
bound to make his way. And here was 
Mary, young and strong, too. and 
beautiful and the one human being to­
ward whom his soul yearned. Why 
should any one else matter?
"Mary,” he began earnestly as they 
were tramping along a country road 
one mild winter Sunday—every one 
called her Mary—"are you happy here 
in this little town?”
She glanced up at him quickly, her 
cheeks all glowing from the brisk pace 
they had been going.
“Of course I am!” she laughed. 
“What a silly question!”
“How can you be?” he urged so ve­
hemently that it startled her.
“Why,” she answered slowly, evi­
dently thinking out her reply as she 
spoke, “I’m interested in my work. 
That’s the main reason. I suppose.”
“What are the others?” Dan de­
manded.
“And I like the people I work with,” 
she added frankly.
“All the people.” he probed, “or 
some one in particular?”
“I did not mention any names,” she 
evaded, laughing lightly.
“I noticed you didn’t,” Dan contin­
ued, entirely unabashed. “But in my 
opinion the main reason for being hap­
py is liking some one in particular.”
“And are you happy?” Mary asked 
naively.
“Very,” Dan replied, so emphatically 
that Mary involuntarily glanced up at 
him and then immediately looked 
away again, her heart thumping hard.
“And I am going to mention names, 
Marv.” he said, smiling at her ten­
derly. “I  am going to do more thai 
that. I’m going to ask you to change 
yours.”
Mary gave a little start of surprise, 
and her cheeks flushed still more 
rosily.
“I have already changed it,” she 
said in a voice so low that Dan just 
caught the words. “Please let us for­
get this—this little episode, Mr. Hew­
ling. I know I haven’t played fair. I 
onght to have told you before, but I 
didn’t know It would make any dif­
ference.”
“Any difference!” Dan echoed bit­
terly. And for a long time they walked 
on in silence.
“We are going to be good friends, 
aren’t we, just the same?” Mary ven­
tured at length, her lips trembling.
Dan steadied himself.
“Of course,” he said. “It has been 
aU my fanlt. Yon have played per­
fectly fair. There was no reason why 
you should have told me anything.”
The following Saturday Hewling 
took the train for his native city. He 
felt that he needed a change of sur­
roundings. He had just tossed his 
snlt case up Into the rack and was 
about to settle down when he saw 
Mary get Into the car. But she did 
not see him.
So she was seeking a change too. 
He had a dozen minds as to whether 
he should Join her or not, but finally 
decided not to.
He changed his seat, however, so 
that he could watch her more closely. 
Although she had a magazine, he no­
ticed that she did not read it, but con­
tinued to stare out of the window, al­
most Immovable.
He noticed, too, how exquisitely pret­
ty she looked In spite of her plain, 
unfashionable costume. Something of 
the viking spirit took possession of 
him for a moment and made him feel 
like leaping on to the engine and car­
rying her off at terrific speed into 
some big, undiscovered kingdom.
Suddenly—or so it seemed to Hew­
ling—the train came to a standstill 
and people began to leave the car. 
When the crowd had passed by him 
he looked again for Mary. She had 
gone too. Jerking down his suit case 
and snatching np his overcoat, Hew­
ling made a mad dash off the train, 
landing almost In the midst of a 
group of laughing girls on the plat­
form.
. “Well, Dan Hewling!” exclaimed one 
of them, shaking hands with him cor­
dially. “Where did you come from? 
Is that your usual way of alighting 
from trains? Oh, Elsie,” she called 
after one of the girls—they had all 
very tactfully withdrawn—“come back 
here. You must let me Introduce Dan 
Hewling. Dan, my college chum, El­
sie Landers. I’m sure you two people 
ought to be”—
“Yes, Interrupted Dan, his expres­
sion a comical mixture of amazement 
and happiness as he acknowledged 
the Introduction. “I’m sure we ought 
to be.”
“Ought to be what, for mercy sake?” 
gasped Mary Brown’s chum.
“Engaged!” finished the irrepressi­
ble Dan. “And we would have been 
if Mary—I mean Elsie—had played 
fair.”
At this Elsie Landers looked up at 
Dan appealingly, and her friend 
stared at the two In astonishment.
“Yon don’t mean that you—oh, how 
romantic! I’ll never say another 
word against that' crazy socialistic 
scheme of yours, Elsie. She’s writing 
a thesis, as I suppose you know, Dan, 
on—what is it on, Elsie? I never 
conld remember.”
“It doesn’t matter,” laughed Elsie. 
“I’ve almost forgotten myself.”
“Then you aren’t going back to that 
dingy little town any more?”
Elsie’s eyes met Dan's in a flash of 
mutual comprehension.
“Oh, I can’t promise that—because, 
you see, the overseer thinks a lot of 
me, and I think he’s going to promote 
me.”
“You bet he Is!” came from Dan so 
explosively that the secret was out In 
a minute.
“Oh, Elsie, you fraud!” exclaimed 
her chum. “ The idea of your, having 
such a perfectly original romance and 
never”—
“It was only a second hand one,” 
laughed Elsie.
But only she and Dan understood, 
squeezing hands on the sly as Elsie’s 
chum went In to break the news to 
the others.
Jewish Longevity.
Superficial scrutiny of the vital sta­
tistics yields the Jew a prominent po­
sition In the sanitary world. If longev­
ity serves as any index of hygienic liv­
ing. With the average length of life 
for all Christian people placed at thir­
ty-six years eleven months (1900) the 
Jew may hope to reach forty-eight 
years nine months.
Neufville (1855), inquiring into the 
comparative duration of life and causes 
of deaths of Jews and Christians in 
Frankfort, learned that one-fourth of 
the Jewish population was living be­
yond seventy-one years, while only 
one-fourth of their neighbors was liv­
ing beyond the age of fifty-nine years 
ten months. Abbott claims that “they 
(1. e. Jews) are much less frequently 
the subjects of tubercular and acute 
epidemic diseases than any other race 
of mankind.”
Why should this seeming vital su­
periority exist? According to Rich­
ardson, “the causes are simply summed 
up In the term ‘soberness of life.’ The 
Jew drinks less than his ‘even Chris­
tian;’ he takes, as a rule, better food; 
he marries earlier; he rears the chil­
dren he has brought into the world 
with greater personal care: he tends 
the aged more thoughtfully: he takes 
better care of his poor and he takes 
better care of himself.” To this might 
have been added that through re­
ligious customs hygienic tendencies 
became an inheritance.—Dietetic and
tTvo’lonln Ufivorio.
FUGITIVE SPUR BUOYS
Rescuing These Stray “Sticks” 
> Is Perilous Work.
SIGNBOARDS OF CHANNELS.
How These Mariners’ Guides Are An­
chored and How They Sometimes
Break Away and Are Hunted Down
by the Lighthouse Service Tenders.
When the winter gales begin to blow, 
the tenders of the lighthouse service 
turn their stems toward northern seas 
to hunt stray spar buoys. Of all the 
work of the coast patrol this, perhaps. 
Is the most exposed to danger. Pulling 
these “signboards” out of the sea or 
putting them over side Is like "yank­
ing”- spiles with a ton derrick on a - 
heaving platform.
Although passengers in the boats 
that ply the waters of New York har­
bor, Long Island sound and other wa­
terways along the coast see many 
spar buoys, they give them little 
thought. With the man at the wheel 
it is different. Color, shape and size 
give him volumes of information, and 
he looks upon the spar buoy as an in­
valuable guide.
- In the government inventories they 
are listed as “sticks,” although they 
are sometimes sixty feet long. They 
are anchored In the bed of a river or 
harbor channel, their “up ends" paint­
ed in such a way as to indicate to the 
observer the formation of the bottom. 
On the margin of government charts 
explanatory notes tell one that vessels 
approaching a harbor from the sea 
should leave red buoys with even 
numbers on the right and black, with 
odd numbers on the left side of chan­
nels. Black and white striped buoys, 
the stripes running perpendicularly, 
mean an obstruction In the channel, 
with room to get by on either side. 
If balls or cages ornament the "up 
ends” it means a turning point, the 
color and number Indicating the course.
These sticks are put down with heavy 
iron anchors and sometimes great 
stone weights. One would Suppose that 
so fixed they never could get away, but 
they do. and It Is a job to find them. 
Ice floes break their cables and some­
times crush the sticks: storms pull 
them loose, and ships in the fog or 
darkness foul them and tear them from 
their hold on the bottom. Not infre­
quently ships use them as moorings, 
although this Is forbidden.
There are instances where the an­
chors of a spar buoy have been senjre 
enough to hold against ice pressure and 
In a narrow channel cause a dangerous 
jam. But such cases are few. for 
when this happens the weight of the 
ice usually becomes so great as to force 
the buoy under, and the pack slider, on.
If the ice pack gets under the buoy 
so as to lift It there Is only one result— 
the parting of the cable. Then off 
starts the spar upon a journey may he 
of thousands of miles, perhaps of only 
one or two. It may fetch up on the 
nearest shore, and It may drift to the 
coast of Europe or into the southern 
seas. On the Irish coast today is one 
which traveled there In six weeks from 
New York harbor. It was presented 
to the British government by the Unit­
ed States and now floats off the coast 
on which it stopped after its long At­
lantic journey..
If It Is a long chase to find the stray 
buoys it Is even a more difficult task to 
recover the anchors left behln l by the 
fugitive spars. Tenders that s-'11 out 
of the harbor have a derrick and ,t<mkl,> 
rigged In front of the pilot house wl'h 
a donkey engine to lift and pul! The 
location of every buoy Is marked on 
the charts to a degree, so it Is no’ d!“ - 
cult to find the desired pos’tlon. The 
serious business is dipmcln" *’~r the 
anchor and after grappling with It to 
hoist it aboard ship. Here the donkey 
engine comes into play. Another tm-v 
ard is to pull a spar buov aboard, ff i 
sea happens to be runnincr the os^ta'n 
of the tender has to use ev’Torve '-are. 
Should a big roller get undo'- hlni'nM 
suddenly tighten the llft’ng chains 
either they would give war or the 
weight would come up too fn~t t'-e 
crew In either case being placed In 
jeopardy of their lives.
Blit the risk these men run Is all In 
the day’s work. To them a job In a 
seaway on a lee shore Is regarded as 
no more monotonous task F'nn repaint­
ing a row of buoys on land.—New York 
Post.
The Brevity of Ballarat.
It was in Ballarat that Hark Twain 
found the local language so puzzling 
at first, the good people of the place 
deeming life too short to dawdle in 
their talk.
The mayor called on the American 
humorist and laconically said “K’m.” 
Then when Mark Twain gave him a 
cigar he simply said “Q.”
Subsequent Inquiry revealed that 
these terms were Ballaratese for “wel­
come” and “thank you.”—London 
Chronicle.
Hailed.
“Does that young woman hail from 
Boston ?”
“Yes,” answered the western youth 
thoughtfully, “that expresses the Idea 
precisely. She halls from Boston. I 
was never before overtaken by such 
a heavy downfall of Intellectual Ice.”
Man, Poor Man!
Mrs. Flutter—Mrs. CTnbapple says 
her husband kisses her goodby every 
morning of his life. Mr. Flutter—I of­
ten wondered what gave him that sour
expression.—Smart Set.
< •-
Death hangs over thee while then 
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THE PASSING OF THE OLD YEAR.
The passing of the old year 1908 and the 
advent of young 1909 accentuates recollec­
tions of the past and encourages the renewal 
of hopes and desires for the future.
Years—divisions of time arising from 
human conceptions. Time, eternal, without 
beginning or ending, can be arbitrarily 
divided and sub-divided within certain 
limitations, but it cannot be measured in 
its infinity; it is beyond creation or destruc 
tion; as limitless in duration as is space lim it 
less in its dimensions.
Inconceivable amplitude of Time and 
Space!
And how finite and brief the little span 
of years that measures the lives and activities 
of individuals in comparison with the un­
counted ages that have elapsed since the far 
off time when earthly conditions first began 
to make possible the development of primary 
organisms from inorganic elem ents! How 
finite and brief compared with the years that 
must come and go ere man shall reach his 
highest possible development, when many of 
the mysteries of the present will disappear 
in the light of increasing knowledge and 
reason.
Humanity of the present is the heir of 
all the ages that have gone before; the exact 
resultants of past causations. The stupen 
dous mechanism of the Universe, of which 
the earth is but one of its minor parts, in­
volves no elements of chance. Humanity 
came by no chance, but in accord with the 
orderly and necessitous operations of that 
which moves and occupies space—term it 
what you please; humanity is only a part of it
The present is the brief instant that 
divides the past and the future. The joy and 
sorrow of the now is the product of the past; 
so with the totality of all the good or ill that 
humanity exemplifies at the expiration of any 
given moment. The problems and duties that 
confront humanity are as important now as at 
any time within the historic period. The in 
creasing complexities of advancing civiliza­
tion give rise to additional burdens and per 
plexities—lighter perhaps than some of those 
of the past, but burdens and perplexities 
changed in character and more of them.
The paramount consideration of any 
human life is to k n o w  d u ty  and  p e r  
fo rm  it . The welfare of the individual 
and of all humanity revolves about that 
point—illuminated by experience and reason, 
however remote from high standards of per­
fection. Those who now live and move about 
on the face of the earth are to a very consid­
erable degree enjoying the fruitage of the 
love, labor, sacrifices, and struggles after 
higher and better conditions, of those whobave 
been resolved back to the simple elements 
of the earth. And it follows, therefore, that 
those who now live are under obligations to 
those who will later come upon the great 
stage of human action to perform their part 
in the drama of life. And the discharge of 
those obligations must begin with the ever 
present, and has to do directly and distinctly 
with the relationships as now existing be­
tween two or more individuals. Every duty 
performed is one step in the right direction; 
one influence that helps the individual and 
helps other individuals, directly and indi­
rectly, and helps to make this a better world 
to live in now and a better world for those 
who will take our places when our labors and 
our journeys are finished. Lives devoted to 
usefulness, and the discbargeof simpleeartbly 
duties and obligations, are the lives that per­
petuate the most helpful, the most happy, 
and the most righteous earthly conditions.
Af t e r  exhaustive practical examination 
of the effects upon the human system of the 
use of formaldehyde a$ a food preservative, 
the Bureau of Chemistry of the Department 
I ° f  Agriculture has declared it injurious. 
Twelve healthy persons were for a stated 
I time given daily an aqueous solution of for­
maldehyde in milk and the results carefully 
noted. It was found to have an irritating 
effect on the digestive organs the final con­
clusion reached being “that the addition of 
formaldehyde to food tends to derange meta­
bolism, disturb the normal functions and pro- 
I duce irritation and undue stimulation of the 
secretory activities, and therefore it is never 
justifiable.” %
T he women of Oklahoma followed the ad­
vice given them by Mrs. Katherine Reed 
Balentine, daughter of the late Speaker 
Thomas B. Reed, in the recent elections with 
great success. Mrs. Balentine told the suf­
fragists at Buffalo that the best way to make 
themselves respected by politicians was to 
defeat a few of those who opposed woman 
suffrage. The women of Oklahoma singlec 
out Ellis, of Garfield, who had led the fight 
against woman suffrage in the Legislature 
He was a man of influence, and if re-elected 
this year hoped to be made Speaker of the 
House. The women worked against him in 
his own county, one of them addressing three 
open-air meetings in opposition to him. He 
was defeated by a majority of three votes.
FLOOR GIVES WAY 
MANY INJURED
Courtroom Drops Twenty Fee 
to Floor Below.
CAUSED BY 0VER-CR0WDIN6
F rom  the Philadelphia Record: In the 
year from October 1, 1907, to October 1, 1908, 
according to the report of the Secretary of 
Commerce, 724,112 foreigners came to this 
country and 717,814 foreigners leftour shores 
This shows a gain of 6298 for the year. It 
also shows that America is no longer the at 
tractive land it used to be for home-seekers. 
They come hither in crowds during oui 
spurts of industrial activity and labor, and 
take their wages and go away. They cannot 
afford to stay. It is a land of plenty. There 
is great store of cattle, cotton and corn; but 
the cost of living has been jacked up and put 
out of the reach of men and women of slender 
means. Labor is “protected” here to such 
an extent that the laborer finds it cheaper to 
live where he is not protected so much. We 
have run our theory into the ground, and are 
just waking up to the extent of our folly. !r'
T h e  leading sensation throughout the 
country the past week was the sentencing, by 
Justice Wright, of the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia, of Samuel Gompers, 
John Mitchell, and Frank Morrison, bead 
officials of the American Federation of Labor, 
to terms of imprisonment for contempt of 
court. The defendants were released on 
bail pending a disposition of an appeal to the 
Court of Appeals of the D istrict of Columbia. 
The contempt of court consisted in violating 
an order previously issued enjoining the Fed­
eration from placing on the “unfair” or “ we 
don’t  patrnize” list the Bucks Stove and 
Range Company of St. Louis. Had Messrs. 
Gompers, Mitchell, and Morrison, at once 
legally appealed from the order of the court, 
instead of placing them selves in open con­
tempt of Judicial authority they would have 
acted wisely. The court may be beyond its 
just prerogatives under the constitution in 
restraining the boycotts of labor unions, but 
M essrs. Gompers, Mitchell, and Morrison 
are not legally authorized to pass final judg­
ment in the matter. Justice Wright’s argu­
ment in the case will no doubt be sustained, 
but some of his caustic statements and the 
severity of the sentences are fairly open to 
criticism. If the beads of some of the cor­
porations found guilty of violating the Sher­
man law could be compelled to suffer like 
sentences, the scales of exact justice might 
be more evenly balanced.
There Was No Warning of Impending 
Accident, When Floor Suddenly Col 
lapsed at Ellicott City, Md.—Colored 
Man Was on Trial For Assault, and 
After the Accident Talk of a Lynch 
Ing Was Heard, But Seber Counsel 
Prevailed.
Baltimore, Dec. SO.—The upper floor 
of Easton hall, a two-story frame build 
lng at Ellicott City, twelve miles west 
of Baltimore, collapsed during a mag 
istrate’s hearing being given William 
Hatwood, colored, charged with mur­
derous assault. About 100 men and 
boys wore carried down, and while no 
one was killed outright, thirty-six per­
sons, including several of the most 
prominent citizens of the town, were 
more er less seriously Injured. Among 
the worst sufferers is William Hall, a 
reporter for the Baltimore American 
who had both legs and his jaw broken 
besides sustaining other painful in 
juries. It is believed he will recover, 
but he will be badly disfigured for 
life.
The remaining injured sustained 
sprains, cuts and bruises and all the 
victims were severely shaken up.
The overcrowded condition of the 
room was the cause of the accident 
There was no warning of the accident. 
With a creaking sound the floor sud­
denly gave way. The people in the 
room were thrown into a struggling 
mass to a cement floor twenty feet 
below. Those who were on the out 
skirts jumped through windows to the 
ground of clutched remaining uprights 
to support themselves.
Hatwood, the prisoner, was unhurt. 
Feeling against him, which ran high 
when he was apprehended for a mur­
derous attack on Charles E. Hill, was 
reawakened by the accident and talk 
of lynching was indulged in.
The fact that the enUre police force 
of the place had been disabled was 
commented upon and used as an argu­
ment that it would be easy to rush the 
jail and hurry Hatwood to a conveni­
ent tree. But sober counsel prevailed 
for a time at least, although there was 
a restless undercurrent of feeling In 
evidence around town.
ABE RUEF GETS 
FOURTEEN YEARS
Frisco’s Former Political Boss 
Sentenced.
San Francisco, Dec. 30.—Abraham 
Ruef, formerly political boss of San 
Francisco, was sentenced to fourteen 
years in the state penitentiary at San 
Quentin. Sentence was pronounced by 
Judge William P. Lawlor, who presid­
ed over Ruef’s trial on the charge of 
bribing a member of the Schmitz 
board of supervisors in the award of 
an overhead trolley franchise to the 
United railroads. The trial ended in 
the conviction of Ruef on Dec. 10, after 
lasting many weeks.
Before adjournment of court notice 
of appeal was filed on behalf of the 
defendant and the court signed a writ 
of probable cause, which will act as a 
stay of execution in the case.
Annual January Sale.
* 2 3 K *
I N  A L L  D E P A R T M E N T S .
18c. Fine Dress Ginghams to 12^0. 12£c. Fine Dress Ginghams to So.
Bates’Dress Ginghams, Remnants, 10c.
10c. Outing Flannels, Remnants, 6^c.
15c. Bleached Turkish Towels to 12lc
Look for Our GREAT WHITE SALE
In Ladies’ Muslin Underwear.
A nice clean stock on sale after January First, 1909, at surprisingly 
low prices. ^
2$rendli tiger's
N O R R I S T O W N ,  p / j i
10-11.
QST’F'aM and Winter HATS 
AND CARS.
NOBBY CAPS in all colors—Golf, Yacht and Eaton Stwlea— 
25 and 50 Cents.
Soft and Stiff Hats, Latest Styles tos$ 3 oo
Agents for Hawes Celebrated Hats. All first-class store» sell our hats. ASK FOR THEM.
Tracey, : the Hatter,
38 B .'M ain  Street, Horristown, Pa.
T H R IF T
Is the foundation of success and suc­
cess makes for contentment. The 
smallest measure of success is always 
preferable to no success, and a small 
beginning
i n x r  S A ' v i i s r c s F s
Is one step in a safe direction.
3 PER CENT, paid on Time De­
posits.
2 PER CENT, on Active Accounts 
at the
jpiRSlVCIdAISS
Gas or Gasoline Engines
from one-sixth h. p., upward. Gas or 
gasoline engines of all makes repaired;, 
saws filed, lawn mowers sharpened, bicy­
cles and automobiles repaired; machinists* 
tools and supplies, electric wire and bells, 
furnished and put in order. Work guaran­
teed. Prices right. Address:
SAM’Lo J . GRIFFIN, General Machinist», 
Phone 521M. R. D. 1, Phoenixville, Pa.
Wh e w  y o u  t o  b u yOK SELL REAL ESTATE 
it is an easy matter to inquire of us and 
we will certainly be pleased to give your 
inquiry immediate attention. If we don’t 
succeed in doing business with you the? 
loss is ours, not yours.
BROWN, CLOUD & JOHNSON,
39 E. Main Street,
Norristown, Pa..
Patronage solicited and appreciated. 
Courteous treatment to all and 
painstaking care in giving patrons 
the best service.
A r e p r in t  and revision of Bulletin No. 57 of the 
State Department of Agriculture of Pennsylvania has 
been issued by the Department of Chemistvy of the 
Pennsylvania State College under the authorship of 
George Gilbert Pond, Ph. D. The whole subject of 
Calcium Carbide and Acetylene is covered most 
thoroughly without the use of technical language, and 
the book contains complete and authoritative informa­
tion, so simply told that the public generally will find 
the book not only instructive but extremely interest­
ing. The use of Acetylene commercially is an evolu­
tion covering ten or twelve years. The rapid strides 
which the new illuininant has made, especially in 
country homes, is making it a formidable competitor 
for favor wherever illumination is required. Professor 
Pond has shown that the dweller in the country home 
can secure this excellent illuminant at a cost which 
compares, to the advantage of Acetylene, with city gas 
wbeD burned in the open flame burner costing a dollar 
per thousand cubic feet. The Bulletin on Calcium Car­
bide and Acetylene can be bad free by application, ac­
companied by six cents postage, to the Department of 
Chemistry, The Pennsylvania State College, State' 
College, Pa.
WAS TRUSTEE OF PENKNIFE
Turned His Trust Over to Heir After 
Eighteen Vears.
Dover, Del., Dec. 80.—After having 
been trustee of a penknife for eighteen 
years, John Morgan, overseer of Dr. 
Down’s farm, near Cheswoid, fulfilled 
his trust and turned over to young 
Victor Durand a penknife which was 
left to the latter by his father when 
he died.
The knife has a special value in its 
family associations, and when Mr. 
Durand turned it over to Morgan he 
gave him instructions to act as trustee 
of it until his (Mr. Durand’s) infant 
son would be eighteen years old.
All Our
Christmas Gifts 
Are In Now !
FRIDAY NOT A FAST DAY
Special Dispensation From Pope Per­
mits Faithful to Eat Meat New Years.
Philadelphia, Dec. 30.—It was an­
nounced that Pope Pius X has granted 
permission to all Catholics to eat meat 
upon next Friday, New Year’s day. 
This is good news to the members of 
the church, as abstinence upon a holi­
day .detracts from the pleasures of the 
event.
Announcement of the pope’s dispen­
sation was made in this city by Mon­
signor James F. Loughiin, D. D., the 
eensor librarian of the archdiocese.
Naval Bureaus Consolidated.
Washington, Dec. 30.—Admiral W. 
I» Capps, chief constructor, United 
States navy, was designated by the 
president to be acting chief of the bu­
reau of steam engineering. This action 
Is regarded as practically consolidat­
ing the bureau of construction and the 
bureau of steam engineering, a matter 
that has long been discussed as a fea- 
*»*»» e i the reorganisation of the navr.
Sounds queer to be talking ‘»Christinas” 
so soon, and yet do you realize there’s 
only six weeks in which to attend to the 
vast amount of detail for this great dayl 
Besides that we’ve found that people 
would rather make their Gift selections 
while the assortments are at their best 
and before the great rush sets in—conse­
quently we have had our full Christmas 
displays in now for over a month, ready 
for choosing. People can come in any 
time—take as much time as they care to 
in looking over the beautiful new things— 
getting ideas and suggestions, and on a 
small deposit we will cheerfully reserve 
any article desired.
Watches« Diamonds, Jew elry I
«J- ID. SALLADE,
16 E A S T  M A IN  S T R E E T ,





T O  H IRE.
A BANK ACCOUNT
Increases Christmas Joys.
Many a substantial bank account has 
had its start from a Christmas gift of 
money. And many a heart has been made 
glad by a gift of one of our savings ac­
count hooks with the first deposit entered 
therein. Try one this Xmas.
Be Sure It Has Our Name On.
NEW PIANOS of best makes from $150 
upward. Pianos for rent.
HENRY YOST, JR, Collegeville, Pa.
JOVIAL. STOCK OF
Gents’ Furnishing Goods,
Latest styles, lowest prices. Ladies’ No­
tions are being closed out at greatly re­
duced prices.
M rs. Frances Barrett’s,
Ma in  St ., Nbab Sta tio n ,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
Penn Trust Co.
T he C om pany th a t p ays 3 pel 
cen t. In terest for every  day 
th e  m oney Is on d ep o sit.
HORRISTOW N, FA.
Kuhnt’s Bakery,
C o lleg ev ille , Fa. 
First • Class Bread,
Cakes, Pies, 
Candies, Etc.
ICE CREAM—ALL FLAVORS. I am 
thankful to the public for patronage re­
ceived and hope to merit a continuance of 
the same.
CHARLES KlJHBiT.
S T A T E  A N D  G E N E R A L  N E W S 7
HEADQUARTERS FOR.
|  M e n ’ s F u r n is h in g  G oods  ! 1
WE HAVE THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT OF THE BEST GRADES OF 
WEARABLE AND DEPENDABLE FURNISHING GOODS FOR 
MEN AND BOYS TO BE FOUND IN NORRISTOWN.
Uaderwear, Hosiery, Neckwear, Neglige Shirts, Collars,1 Knit Jackets, or anythin«; 
you are looking for, and all at the right prices. Any one of our thousand UMBRELLAS 
will keep you dry in a rainstorm. COME AND INSPECT OUR 8TOCK.
WIMI- II- GILBERT,
13« WEST MAIN STREET,
N O R R IS T O W N , PA.ie-18.
THE GREATEST
SLAUGHTER SALE OF CLOTHING
OUT RECORD.
Prices Almost Cut In Half.
Overcoats
Formerly $25 00 now $18,00
Formerly $20.00 now $16.00
Formerly $18.00 now $15.00
Formerly $16 00 now $11.50
Formerly $14 00 now $10 00
Formerly $10.00 now $ 7 50
Suits
Formerly $25 00 
Formerly $20.00 
Formerly $18.00 
Formerly $16 00 
Formerly $14.00 
Formerly $10.00 
Formerly $ 7 50
now $18.00 




now $ 7 50 
now $ 5 00
HERMAN WETZEL
66 and 68 E. Main St., Norristown.
KEYSTONE





Cement Brick, Sewer Pipe, Drain Tile, Fence Posts, Lawn 
Vases, Water Troughs, Steps, Sills, Slabs and 
Ornamental Stones.
SAND FOR ALL PURPOSES.
Re-enforced Silos Built of Concrete Blocks for Same Price 
as Wooden Ones.
PRICE LINT:
Drain Tile, 4 inch, 2 cents per toot.
Water Troughs $1.00 per toot.
Lawn Vases $3.00 each.
Sewer Pipes, 6 inches, 8 cents per toot.
“ “ 8 “ 12 “ “ “
“ 10 “ 20 “ I*. ““ .. 16 rt 40 *< “ “
Building Blocks, 8x20 inches, I6c. a piece.
“ Brick $6.50 to $12.00 per 1000.
Reinforced Fence Posts, for wire or rail, 
25 cents a piece.
Side Walk Slabs, 10 cents per square foot. 
Door Steps and Sills, 25c. per foot.
Edison Portland Cement, $1.60 per barrel 
* net.
Circulars Free.
Bell ’Phone 4 Y ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED.
Fo r  m a l e .Farms, residences, hotels, building 
sites—all locations, prices and terms. 
Also a number of houses iu Norristown, 
Bridgeport and Conshohocken.




(Successor to J. R. Christman,)




Served in COLLEGE VILLE every Tues­
day, Thursday and Saturday. 
.Mail orders promptly attended to.*V-S2,
HORACE STORB
P O T T S T O W N , P E N N ’A.
Manufacturer and Dealer in A ll  
Kinds of A M E R IC A N  and 
F O R E IG N
Also Old Granite Work Cleaned 
to Look Like New.
aLtentioo given to cleaning 
aliwli? M?“uments, Tablets, Copings and 
, s cemetery work no matter of 
‘eng standing or how badly discol- 
thoiJ guarantee to restore them to
the Gra ^t”a *>I%M'Dess without injuring
INVESTMENTS!
A FIRST-CLASS SEVEN PER CENT. 
PREFERRED STOCK with a guarantee 
of Common Stock making a 10 Per Cent. 
Investment. First-class in every respect. 
Call or write.
G O T W A L S  & B E Y E R ,
55 E. Main St. NORRISTOWN, PA.
F O B .
FRESH GOODS
—GO TO—
Odd Fellows’ Hall 
Grocery.
Try O u r  Coffees,
('tanned G oods, 
D ried F ru its  
an d  C onfectionery.
PITTSBURG THE 
GRAFT CENTER
People Dumfounded at Exposure 
of Municipal Corruption.
SOLOXS OIVIDED $45,000
Testimony at Hearing of the Accused 
Councilmen Showed It Was “Easy 
to Reach” Them ' and Necessitated 
Sums Ranging From $100 to $5. 
Seme Councilmanic Votes Could Be 
Had For a Suit ef Clothes or Street 
Car Ticket»—All Held In Heavy Bail 
For Court.
With a suddenness that startled 
Pittsburg from end to end the city 
moved into first place in the role of 
corruption and municipal graft. It is 
aaid the developments are mere pre­
liminaries and that subsequent steps 
against additional councilmen and 
business men will not only startle 
Pittsburg, but the whole country. Ap­
parently from the testimony offered 
in court the city’s council is absolutely 
rotten in every sense of the word.
W. W. Ramsey and A. A. Vilsack, 
former president and cashier of the 
German National bank, were the first 
placed on trial. It was testified that 
they paid Councilman John Klein, one 
of the accused, $17,500 to make the 
bank a depository for the city’s funds, 
▲t the request of tne directors of the 
bank both men resigned last Saturday. 
They were held fer court in the sum 
of $14,000 bail each.
The seven councilmen. President 
Brand and Members Klein, Soffel, 
Wasson, Melaney and Ferguson, of 
common council, and Atkinson, of se­
lect, were then called for trial.
The principal witness was Robert 
Wilson, a private detective and super­
intendent of the Municipal league of 
Scranton, Pa., who is employed by the 
Voters’ league, of Pittsburg, which 
brings the prosecution against the nine 
defendants.
Mr. Wilson’s testimony was sensa­
tional in the highest degree. Aided by 
an assistant, Wilson engaged a room 
in a local hotel, and he testified, cut 
holes in the door and walls of an ad­
joining room. Then a series of meet­
ings were arranged with councilmen. 
His assistant, Herbert Jones, posed as 
a business man desiring certain ordi­
nances passed, and during his confer­
ences with the councilmen Wilson and 
a stenographer were stationed in the 
next room making a full record of the 
transactions.
During these conferences Council­
man Klein had a great deal to say re­
garding how complete councils were 
controlled by the accused men, the 
detective said. It was also testified 
that Klein and Brand each accepted 
$500 from Jones in payment for se­
curing the passage of an ordinance.
At a meeting held in another local 
hotel Klein, it was testified, told Wil­
son how hard it was to divide money 
among the eoumcilmen. To illustrate 
hie remarks, Councilman Klein told of 
kow $45,000 had to be split between 
sixty councilmen. This money was re­
ceived in connection with the con­
struction of filter beds at the new fil­
tration plant of Pittsburg.
Councilman Klein, Mr. Wilson testi­
fied, said that the councilmen had dif­
ferent prices. Some councilmen, Klein 
told him, wanted $100, some $75, some 
$25 and some $5. According to Council­
man Klein, Wilson related, the $5 
councilmen were known as “hood­
lums.”
It was also possible to secure some 
councilmanic votes on some measures 
In return for a suit of clothes or for 
street car tickets.
All of the defendants renewed their 
bonds for appearance for court for 
trial and were released. In the aggre­
gate the bond amounted to $178,000. 
Klein and Wasson being held in $30.- 
000 each.
Fake Prophet Disappears.
The end of the world did not come 
Sunday, as Lee J. Spangler, a local 
prophet, predicted it would, but the 
prophet himself disappeared. Spangler 
cautioned all “saints” at Nyack, N. Y„ 
of his sect to be watchful, as Sunday 
snrely would see the end of the world. 
Therefore a crowd of women followers 
dressed in white went to Oak Hill 
cemetery to await the event. The su­
perintendent drove them out.
Scores of other adherents of Spang­
ler climbed South mountain, where 
the prophet had promised to meet 
them, saying there together they 
would view the passing away of old 
Mother Earth; but as the hours passed 
and the predicted phenomenon did not 
materialize and Spangler himself did 
not appear, they plodded their way 
down the mountainside and dispersed 
in disgust.
Daniel H. Bartman,.
C O L L K H E V IL L E , P A . 
Dally and Sunday Papers.
*®“The I ndependent’s eight pages 
contain local and general news, agri­
cultural notes, short stories and 
interesting miscellaneous reading 
matter. A copy every week for 52 
weeks, $1.00.
Jail Terms For Labor Leaders.
Twelve months in jail for Samuel 
Gompers, president; nine months for 
John Mitchell, one of the vice presi­
dents; six months for Frank Morrison, 
secretary, all of the American Feder­
ation of Labor, was the sentence im­
posed by Justice Wright, of the su­
preme court of the District of Colum­
bia, for contempt of court in violating 
an order previously issued enjoining 
them from placing on the “unfair” or 
“we don’t patronize” list the Bucks 
Stove & Range company, of East St. 
Louis, Mo.
All three of the defendants were in 
court when sentence was pronounced, 
and notice of an appeal to the court 
of appeals of the District of , Columbia 
a t once was died rLmin.rt being- efl.
teaseu on eauve nonu, r.i~cs~ 
(4000 and Morrison on $3000.
The decision of Justice Wright, 
which consumed two hours and twenty 
minutes in reading, was one of the 
most scathing arraignments that ever 
name from the bench in this city. 
“Everywhere,” the court, said, “all 
over, within the court and out, utter, 
rampant, insolent defiance is heralded 
and proclaimed; unrefined insult, 
coarse affront, vulgar indignity meas­
ures the litigants’ conception of the 
tribunal’s due wherein his cause sull 
pends.” The law’s command had been, 
he said, to “Stand! Hands off! - until 
justice for this matter can be ascer­
tained,” but, he said, there had been 
a studied, determined, defiant con­
flict “precipitated in the light of open 
day, between the decrees of a tribunal 
ordained by the government of the 
federal union, and of the tribunals of 
another federation grown up in the 
land.” One or the other, he declared, 
must succumb, “for those who would 
unlaw the land are public enemies.”
Johnson Defeats Burns.
Jack Johnson, the big negro from 
Galveston, Tex., is the world’s cham­
pion heavyweight pugilist. He won 
the title in the big arena at Rush- 
cutters Bay, near Sydney, Austra­
lia, from Tommy Burns, the French- 
Canadian, who had held it since James 
J. Jeffries relinquished it and after a 
chase of Burns that had led half way 
round the world.
The end came in the fourteenth 
round, when the police, seeing Burns 
tottering and unable to defend himself 
from the savage blows of his opponent, 
mercifully stopped the fight. Previous­
ly it had been arranged that if the po­
lice interfered a decision should be 
rendered on points, and Referee Mc­
Intosh, without hesitation, declared the 
big. black man the winner, for all 
through the fight he had shown him­
self Burns’ master in every style of 
fighting.
Oil Trust Kicked Out sf Missouri.
The Missouri supreme court handed 
down a decision ousting the Standard 
Oil Company of Indiana and the Re­
public Oil company from the state of 
Missouri, forbidding them ever again 
to do business in Missouri and dissolv­
ing the Waters-Pierce Oil company, of 
St. Louis. In addition, each of the 
companies is fined $50,000.
The order dissolving the Waters- 
Pierce Oil company will become ef­
fective Jan. 15 next, unless the com­
pany on or before that date furnishes 
to the supreme court satisfactory evi­
dence that it intends to operate as an 
independent concern.
Wilt Vanquish Hog Cholera.
As a result of perfecting a serum that 
is an antitoxins against hog cholera, 
the Missouri Agricultural college issued 
a statement guaranteeing the state 
legislature that with an appropriation 
of $45,000 a year it will save the farm­
ers of Missouri from $1,000,000 to $5,- 
000,000 annually.
T ie agricultural college announces 
unequivocally that it now is prepared 
to vanquish hog cholera.
The serum is drawn from what is 
known as a hyper-immunized hog, the 
flbering being removed so as to pre­
vent clotting. The serum is treated 
with small quantities of carbolic acid.
Child Killed By Fighting Parents.
Alfred Turner, ten weeks of age, 
was killed in a peculiar manner dur­
ing a fight between his parents. Wil­
liam Turner, the child’s’ father, ac­
cording to the report made to the 
Philadelphia police, attacked his wife 
because she did not have breakfast 
ready when he came down stairs. Mrs. 
Turner had the child in her arms, and 
in the fight she dropped it to the floor. 
She was subsequently knocked down 
or fell upon the infant, crushing it to 
death. Both parents were arrested.
Found $10,000 In Old Can.
Patrick Sullivan, the driver of an 
ice wagon, found a $10,000 bill in 
the bottom of an old tomato can that 
he had picked up in an alley in the 
residence section of East St. Louis. 
Conrad Reeb, cashier of the Southern 
Illinois National bank, examined the 
bill through a microscope and said it 
appeared to be a genuine gold cer­
tificate. The bill was taken to the sub­





Appalling Ruin in 
Southern Italy.
TOWNS ARE WIPED OUT
Heavy Damage Was From Huge 
Tidal Wave.
FIRE SWEEPS THE RUINS
Train Kills Three Boys.
Guy Adams, twelve years old; John 
Woods, twelve years old, and Luther 
Sowers, fourteen years old, were killed 
a short distance north of York, Pa., by 
a southbound passenger train on the 
Northern Central railroad. They were 
returning to their homes after a day 
of sport in skating.
• Stricken Blind In Pulpit.
Rev. Wilbur L. Y. Davis was strick­
en blind while delivering a sermon in 
his pulpit at the High Street Method­
ist church at Springfield, O. Bursting 
a blood vessel was given as the cause. 
Chances for the recovery of his sight 
are thought to be remote.
Think Children Have Cattle Disease.
Ten cases of what is suspected to 
be the foot and mouth disease have 
developed in the children of five fami­
lies in the town of Clarkson, Monroe 
county, N. Y„ and one of the ten, an 
infant, has died.
Gave Foot to Save Hie Life.
Ben Carey, a quarryman, saved his 
life at the expense of his foot near 
Harrisburg, Pa. His foot caught in a 
frog, and when he saw a shifting en­
gine approaching he threw himself to 
one side. The ankle was crushed, but 
the man will recover.
Next Capitol Trial April 5.
President Judge Kunkel, of the Dau­
phin county (Pa.) court, announced 
that Monday, April 5, would be the 
date upon which the next case grow­
ing out of the scandal surrounding the 
contracts for capitol furnishings will
Italian King and Queen Go to 
Succor Th e ir S ubjects.
Rome, Dec. 30,—One hundred thou­
sand dead; Messina, in Sicily, and 
Reggio and a score of other towns in 
southern Italy overwhelmed; the en­
tire Calabrian region laid waste; this 
is the earthquake’s record so far as 
is at present known from the reports 
that are coming slowly into Rome on 
account of the almost complete de­
struction of lines of communication to 
the stricken places.
The death list in Messina ranges 
from 12,000 to 50,000; that of Reggio, 
which, with its adjacent villages, num­
bered 45,000 people, includes almost 
the entire population. At Palmi 1000 
are reported dead; at Cassano, 1000; 
at Cosenza, 500, and half of the popu­
lation of Bagbara, about 4000. The 
Monteleone region has been devas­
tated, and Riposto, Seminara, San Gio­
vanni, Scilla, Lazzaro and Cannitello 
and all other communes and villages 
bordering on the straits are in ruins.
The king and queen of Italy are now 
on their way to Messina, having sailed 
from Naples aboard the battleship Vit­
torio Emmanuele. The pope has shown 
the greatest distress at the calamity, 
and he himself was the first to con­
tribute a sum amounting to $200,000 
to the relief of the afflicted. British, 
French and Russian warships are 
steaming toward the south, and al­
ready several of the ships of Great 
Britain and Russia have reached 
Sicily. Officers and men of these ships 
have performed heroic service in the 
work of rescue.
Many Tourists .Killed.
It is feared that many foreigners 
have been killed, as a number of the 
hotels at Messina, and doubtless at 
other places, were crowded with tour­
ists. Little is known of the fate of the 
diplomatic representatives of the for­
eign powers stationed at these posts, 
although the Italian government is 
using every effort to relieve the anx­
iety felt on their account.
There is the gravest danger that a 
pestilence will follow the destruction 
of the towns where, on account of the 
vast havoc wrought, bodies will lie 
unburied for days and weeks. Those 
who escaped death, many of whom are 
badly injured,' are making their way 
by the thousands to the nearest place 
of refuge. Their sufferings even now 
must be intense, as they are without 
food or, clothing.
Messina was shaken to ruins, and 
flames burst forth to complete the 
city’s destruction and to burn alive 
untold numbers helplessly pinioned be­
neath fallen walls and broken tim- 
i bers.
In the Calabrian district, which was 
only beginning to recover from the 
j effects of the earthquake of 1905, Reg- 
! gio was the center of the earth's up- 
, heaval. The seaport of Reggio is re­
ported as no longer existing, and the 
! city proper is in' ruins. The loss of life 
, on both sides of the strait and in 
i eastern Sicily was enormous.
8urvivors Fleeing In All Directions.
Starving, bleeding from injuries and 
almost insane from their terrifying ex- 
; periences, Messina’s survivors are flee­
ing in all directions. The spectacle 
presented by the ruined seaport is de­
scribed as terrifying. Tumbling build­
ings both killed and mutilated, while 
i hundreds of the injured, imprisoned 
! in the wreckage, were abandoned to 
their fate by the fleeing populace. One 
of those who escaped said: “The earth 
seemed suddenly to drop and then 
1 turn violently on its axis. The whole 
population, who practically were pre­
cipitated from the houses rent in 
twain, were spun around like tops as 
they ran through the streets. Many 
fell crushed to death, and others, be­
wildered, took refuge for breath be­
side the tottering walls, where they 
soon met the fate of their compan­
ions.”
Already British and Russian squad­
rons have arrived at Messina. Sailors 
and marines have been disembarked 
and they have performed courageous 
acts in rescuing the injured and re­
moving the wounded. A large number 
of the survivors have been transferred 
to the warships, which are transform­
ed into great floating hospitals. Many 
prisoners from the Jails made their 
•■cane and looted right and left. Hun-
■ p s q b  e n g a g e u  in cne w o r n  v i  r u u m - i  
the banks and business houses.
Rescuers Faced Harrowing Scenes.
The work of rescue at Messina pro 
sented harrowing scenes. Hundreds ol 
people were pinned under walls and 
rafters alive, but terribly injured, foi 
thirty hours. One of the rescuers 
found under the ruins of a house flv« 
children, alive, but unable to speak, 
clinging around the corpse of theii 
mother. In some cases heroic res­
cuers met death in the falling debris. 
In one house twenty persons, suspend­
ed on the fifth floor and unable to 
reach the street because the lower 
floors had been torn ai&y, were res­
cued with a rope by a sailor. Six 
criminals were killed while attempt­
ing to loot the hank of Sicily, whera 
cash ambunting to half a million dol­
lars lay in plain view.
Refugees from Reggio who reached 
Catanzaro said that they could see 
huge columns of smoke rising from 
the ruins of Messina. They affirmed 
that Reggio, Cannitello and Lazzaro 
were destroyed. A tidal wave demol­
ished the railroad between Lazzaro 
and Reggio and a small army of men 
are working desperately to re-estab 
llsh communication with the latter 
place, for which a train with troops 
and telegraphers has started.
The latest reports received here say 
that 4000 soldiers in the various bar­
racks at Messina were buried under 
the ruins The rock of Charybrtis now 




Says Death Ambushed Surviv­
ors at Every Step.
Catania, Dec. 30.—Tales of terror 
and suffering are told by the Messina 
refugees who have reached here. A  
woman who escaped unhurt told of her 
experience. “We were all sleeping is 
my house, when we were awakened by 
an awful trembling which threw us out 
of our beds. I cried out that it war 
an earthquake and called to the otheri 
to save themselves, while I quickly 
pushed a few clothes into a valise. The 
shocks continued, seeming to grow 
stronger. The walls cracked, and my 
bureau split in two and then crashed 
to the floor, nearly crushing me. My 
hands trembled so that I could scarce 
ly open the doors.
"To increase the terror a rainstorm, 
accompanied by hail, swept through' 
the broken windows. Finally with my 
brother and sister I succeeded is 
gaining the street, but soon lost them 
in the mad race of terror -stricken 
people who surged onward, uttering 
cries of pain and distress. During th s 
terrible flight balconies, chimneys and 
tiles showered down upon us continu­
ously. Death ambushed us at every 
step.
“The sky was agldw with the refled 
tion of burning palaces and othei 
buildings, and as if this was nol 
enough, there suddenly shot up into 
the sky a huge burst of flame, follow 
,ed by a crash that seemed to shake 
the whole town. This probably was the 
gas works blowing up.
“Instinctively I rushed toward the 
water front, .but there found the grand 
promenade transformed into a muddy, 
miry lake, in which I slipped and often 
fell. I only learned afterward that 1 
was rescued senseless by a soldier and 
carried to a train.”
U. S. CONSUL AMONG DEAD
Arthur 8. Cheney and Wife Among 
Earthquake Victima.
Washington, Dec. 30.—That Aithui 
S. Cheney, American consul at M es 
sina, Sicily, and his wife lost thsil 
lives in the earthquake disaster which 
devastated that city is indicated by an 
official dispatch received by the steis 
department from Stuart Lupton, the 
American vice, consul at Messina.
The following dispatch came via 
Malta, Maltese Islands in the Mediter­
ranean, being received there by wire­
less from Messina by Consul Will am 
H. Gale and transmitted by him to the 
state department:
“The Messina' consulate destroyed, 
and consul and wife supposed to be 
dead. LUPTON.”
Consul Gale In forwarding the dis­
patch by cable added that Lupton is 
supposed to have escaped.
STARVED WITH $15,0C3
Chinaman Denied Himself Food ts 
Have Money to Take Home.
Los Angeles, Cal-, Dec. 30.—With a 
roll of $15,000 in his pockets, with 
which he intended to return to China, 
a Chinese died of starvation upoD a 
Southern Pacific train. He had deniel 
himself sufficient food to keep alive In 
order to have as large a sum as nos- 
sible when he got back to his native 
country.
WILL BE KNOX’S ASSISTANT
Beekman Winthrop Accepts Position 
In State Department.
Washington. Dec. 30. — Beekman 
Winthrop, of Massachusetts, assistant 
secretary of the treasury, was offt-fea 
and accepted the office of first assist­
ant secretary of state under the in­
coming administration, succeeding 
Robert Bacon, of New York, who in 
January next is expected to t°mp r 
arilv succeed Ellhu Root upon the lat 
tm r’ a retirem ent.___ _____________




A Device Which Will Last a Century 
if Well Made.
A country place must have a hitch­
ing post at the side or in front of the 
house, else thoughtless callers will 
hitch their horses to the shade trees or 
to the fence. From its very nature it 
is difficult to make a hitching post 
look attractive on a lawn, but some­
thing will be 
gained if it can 
be kept from look- 
in decidedly un­
attractive.
A wooden post 
is an invitation to 
a horse’s teeth. 
Iron posts can be 
used, but these 
are more or less 
expensive and are 
not readily secur­
ed except in the 
large cities. A 
stone post is at­
tractive, but ex­
pensive. A “made” 
stone post, how­
ever, is both inex­
pensive and easy to construct
Dig a square hole in the ground at 
the desired point for locating the hitch­
ing post about one and a half feet 
square and deep enough to reach the 
“frost line.” Fill the bottom with 
small stones and cement. On this set 
a stout cedar post with a strong iron 
ring in the top. Fill in about the post 
with the small stones and cement to 
the surface of the 
ground. Then cov­
er the post to the 
top with a thick 
coating of cement 
—not less than 
two and a half 
i n c h e s  at any 
point—building it 
up in the square 
shape shown in 
Fig. 2.
To give the ce­
ment a stronger 
hold upon the 
wooden post drive * — 
large nails into f i g . i i —t h e  p o s t  
t h e  wood and f i n i s h e d . 
leave the heads projecting an inch or 
more, as is suggested in Fig. 1. The 
cement may be mixed one part Port­
land cement to two parts sharp sand. 
Do not use the post until it has had 
time to dry and harden thoroughly. 
The cement and small stones about the 
base should form a solid body that wa­
ter cannot enter. The stones are used 
to save cement. The outside surface 
of the finished part should be smooth, 
with corner edges a little rounded to 
prevent chipping.
Briefs For the Farm Home.
The second national corn exposition 
will be held 5at Omaha in December. 
As a special feature extensive educa­
tional exhibits by a number of agri­
cultural colleges and experiment sta­
tions are contemplated, these to be of 
such a character as to give visitors an 
idea of the work carried on by these 
Institutions.
A disease, seemingly a bacterial 
growth, has been noticed on chickens 
which produces lumps on the comb 
and at the base of the bill. Washing 
the heads of the fowls with a sat­
urated solution of boric acid gave re­
lief.
Results of experiments - in making 
butter from sweet cream is an idea 
in a report to the Dairymen’s associa­
tion of Quebec. It is claimed that the 
process is just as advantageous as 
that with ripened cream and that the 
butter made from sweet cream is 
equally good when fresh and keeps 
good longer than butter from cream 
spontaneously fermented.
Corn to make a pound of pork is dis­
cussed by a writer in the Breeder’s 
Gazette. A pen of eleven Duroc-Jer- 
seys fed sixty-two days gained 800 
pounds and required 6.71 pounds com 
per pound of gain. A lot of fifteen Po- 
land-Chinas fed thirty-five days gain­
ed 585 pounds and required 4.96 pounds 
of com per pound of gain. A little 
skimmilk was fed once a day in addi­
tion to the corn, and the pigs had the 
run of a pasture.
Sugar is said by a contributor in the 
Journal of Agriculture, Paris, to be 
good for fattening sheep. In a test 
covering eighty-four days the average 
daily gain per head on a ration con­
taining sugar was 202 grams as com­
pared with 127 grams per day on a ra­
tion' without it. When slaughtered the 
flesh of the sugar fed sheep was found 
to be of most excellent quality.
A disease commonly known as swoll-. 
en head of turkeys is described in the 
Journal of Agricultural Science. The 
most characteristic symptom is an ex: 
tensive swelling about the head, which 
becomes so enlarged that the birds are 
unable to see. The swelling is due to 
an accumulation of gelatinous sub­
stance in the infraorbital cavity. This 
swelling may disappear in a short time 
or may persist for several months. 
The swellings contain a cheesy, foul 
smelling material, and death may take 
place without regard to the apparent 
severity of the disease. The lesions 
are confined to the bepd except for an 
occasional distension of the ceca. 
Bacilli related to the diphtheria bacil­
lus are frequently found in the exu­
dation. but no organism has been defi­
nitely shown to be the primary cause 
of the disease.
F IG . I—SECTIO N A L 
V IE W  O F PO ST.
CROP REPORTING. GAVE THE ANSWER.
How the Bureau of Statistics Does the 
Business.
The bureau of statistics Issues each 
month detailed reports relating to ag­
ricultural conditions throughout the 
United States, the data upon which 
they are based being obtained through 
a special field service, a corps of state 
statistical agents and a large body of 
voluntary correspondents composed of 
the following classes: County corre­
spondents, township correspondents, 
individual farmers and special cotton 
correspondents.
The special field service consists of 
seventeen traveling agents, each as­
signed to report for a separate group 
of states. These agents are especially 
qualified by statistical training and 
practical knowledge of crops. They 
systematically travel over the district 
assigned to them, carefully note the 
development of each crop, keep in 
touch with best informed opinion and 
render written and telegraphic reports 
monthly and at such other times as 
required.
There are forty-five state statistical 
agents, each located in a different 
state. Each reports for his state as a 
whole and maintains a corps of corre­
spondents entirely independent of 
those reporting directly to the depart­
ment at Washington. These state sta­
tistical correspondents report each 
month directly to the state agent on 
schedules furnished him. The reports 
are then tabulated and weighted ac­
cording to the relative product or area 
of the given crop in each county rep­
resented and are summarized by the 
state agent, who co-ordinates and an­
alyzes them in the light of his person­
al knowledge and conditions and from 
them prepares his reports to the de­
partment.
There are approximately 2,800 coun­
ties of agricultural importance' in the 
United States. In each the depart­
ment has a principal county corre­
spondent, who maintains an organiza­
tion of several assistants. These coun­
ty correspondents are selected with 
special reference to their qualifications 
and constitute an efficient branch of 
the crop reporting service. They make 
the county the geographical unit of 
thejr reports and after obtaining data 
each month from their assistants and 
supplementing these with information 
obtained from their own observation 
and knowledge report directly to the 
department at Washington.
In the townships and voting pre­
cincts of the United States in which 
farming operations are extensively 
carried on the department has town­
ship correspondents, who make the 
township or precinct the geographical 
basis of reports, which they also send 
directly to the department each month.
Finally at the end of the growing 
season a large number of individual 
farmers and planters report on the re­
sults of their own individual farming 
operations during the year.
With regard to cotton, all the infor­
mation from the foregoing sources is 
supplemented by that furnished by 
special cotton correspondents, embrac­
ing a large number of persons inti­
mately concerned in the cotton indus­
try, and in addition inquiries in rela­
tion to acreage and yield per acre of 
cotton are addressed to the bureau of 
the census list of cotton ginners through 
the courtesy of that bureau.
Adjustable Farm Gate.
A heavy gate is very apt to sag even 
if carefully constructed and fairly 'well 
braced. A good plan is to make an 
adjustable brace like that shown in the 
illustration. The post B is mortised 
into the sill A firmly and braced at 
the sides with the strips G. A sub-
PLAN OF GATE.
stantial pole, D, is pinned to the top 
of the gatepost and is also connected 
with the post by the adjustable brace, 
E E being fastened to the pole D by 
pins through the holes in E. When 
the gate sags lift the pole D and ad­
just the brace E to another of the 
holes, thus taking up the sag.
Value of Manure.
While manure may contain only the 
same amount of actual fertilizing con­
stituents as a given amount of com­
mercial fertilizer, its benefit to the soil 
is sometimes much greater owing to 
its addition of humus. When manure 
is incorporated with a soil it greatly 
improves the texture, loosening a 
heavy, compact soil and binding to­
gether a light, leachy one, making the 
soil more friable, warmer, more re­
tentive of moisture and more congenial 
to plants in every way.
Some experiments conducted by Pro­
fessor King at the Wisconsin agricul­
tural experiment station .showed that 
certain manured land contained eight­
een tons more water per acre in the 
upper foot of soil than similar land 
unmanured and thirty-four tons more 
in the soil to a depth of three feet. 
Manure exerts a quicker beneficial in­
fluence on the texture of soils than 
green manures. He concludes that 
manures will also aid in equalizing the 
supply and distribution of water in the 
soils, that they will exert a ' material 
Influence in making soils warmer and 
that manured land is less subject to 
the denuding effects of wind and rain.
A Soldier Who Followed the Orders of 
General Jackson.
Illustrative of the exasperating ease 
with which chickens occasionally “come 
home to roost” is this story from “A 
Soldier's Letters to Charming Nellie.” 
On a day in June, 1862, in the early 
part of the civil war General Hood of 
the Texas brigade halted each regi­
ment in turn and gave his orders. To 
the Fourth he said:
“Soldiers of the Fourth, I know as 
1 little of your destination as you do. If, 
j however, any of you learn or suspect 
! it, keep it a secret. To every one who 
! asks questions answer, ‘I don’t know.' 
! We are now under the orders of Gen- 
i eral Jackson, and I repeat them to 
j you.”
General Jackson also gave strict or- 
! ders against foraging, but apples were 
i plentiful, and it was contrary to nature 
I for hungry soldiers not to eat them.
I and so ,it came about that on the 
I march to Staunton General Jackson 
came upon a Texan sitting on the 
limb of an apple tree busily engaged in 
| filling his haversack with the choicest 
fruit.
The general reined in his old sorrel 
horse and in his customary curt tone 
asked:
“What are you doing in that tree, 
sir?”
“I don’t know,” replied the Texan.
“What command do you belong to?"
“I don’t know.”
“Is your command ahead of you or 
behind you?”
“I don’t know.”.
Thus it went on, “I don’t know” giv­
en as answer to every question. Final­
ly Jackson asked sternly:
“Why do you give me that answer 
to every question?”
“ ’Cause them’s the orders our gen­
eral gin us this mornln’, an’ he tole 
us he got ’em that er way straight 
from ole Jackson,” replied the man In 
the tree.
Disgusted with a too literal obedi­
ence to his own commands, but yet 
not caring to argue the point, General 
Jackson rode on.
A ONE NIGHT CONVERT.
Incident In the Temperance Career of 
Father Mathew.
In 1843, when Father Mathew was 
crusading for total abstinence in Lon­
don, be created no small amusement 
for a large party at the hospitable 
mansion of an Irish nobleman by his 
attempts, partly playful, but also part­
ly serious, to make a convert of Lord 
Brougham, who resisted good humor- 
edly, but resolutely, the efforts of his 
zealous neighbor. The incident is re­
lated by Katharine Tynan in her biog­
raphy of Father Mathew.
“I drink very little wine,” said 
Brougham, “only half a glass at lunch­
eon and two half glasses at dinner. 
And, though my medical adviser told 
me I should increase the quantity, I 
refused to do so.”
“He was wrong, my lord, for ad­
vising you to increase the quantity, and 
you were wrong in taking the small 
quantity you do,” said Father Mathew, 
“but I have my hopes of you.”
And so, after a pleasant resistance 
on the part of the learned lord, Father 
Mathew invested his lordship with the 
silver medal and ribbon, the insignia 
and collar of the “new order of the 
Bath.”
“Then I will keep it,” said Brougham, 
“and take it to the house, where I
shall be sure to meet old Lord----the
worse for liquor, and I will put it on 
him.”
The announcement of this intention 
was received with much laughter, for 
the noble lord referred to was notori­
ous for his potations.
Lord Brougham was as good as his 
word, for on meeting the veteran peer
he said. “Lord ---- , I have a present
from Father Mathew for you,” and 
passed the ribbon rapidly over his 
neck.
“Then I tell you what it is. Brough­
am. I will keep sober for this night.” 
was the peer’s unexpected response. 
And he kept this vow. to the amaze­
ment of his friends.
The Fare.
This is how a driver of the prison 
van, known as Black Maria, distin­
guished himself. A would be wit on 
the causeway hailed him:
“Got any room Inside, Robert?” 
“There’s room for one,” replied the 
driver. “We kep’ It for you.”
Not entirely disconcerted, the wit 
made another shot.
“What’s your fare?” he asked.
The answer entirely extinguished 
him.
“Bread and water—same as you bad 
before!”—Pearson’s Weekly.
The Great Circus.
The famous Coliseum in old Rome, 
massive as it was, was a mere toy in 
comparison with the great circus, 
which filled the valley between the 
Palatine and the Aventine hills. The 
Coliseum is said to have been able to 
seat 80,000 people, while the seating 
capacity of the great circus was, at 
different periods, 150,000, 250,000 and, 
lastly, 380,000 spectators. The great 
circus was probably the most stu­
pendous building ever erected for pub­
lic spectacles.—New York American.
Wasn’t a Beauty.
Tired Traveler (to barber)—Spending 
the night in a sleeping car doesn’t  im­
prove one’s beauty, does it? Barber— 
I don’t know what you looked like 
when you started, but I guess you’re 
right.—Harper’s Bazar.
Reasonable Enough.
“What’s your objection to the farm, 
mister?”
“The land appears to be sunken.” 
“But that’s owing to the heavy 
prona.”—Washington Herald.
Store Closed Thursday and Friday. Sale Starts Saturday, January 2.
BIG D ISSO LU TIO N  S A LE !
STOCK OF THE WEITZENKORN  
STORE must be turned into CASH at ONCE in 
order to pay off Mr. A. Weitzenkorn, who retiras 
from the firm.
Our store will be closed to business on December 31st and January 1st. Sale starts January 2 
at 9 o’clock a. m. The retirement of Mr. A. Weitzenkorn from the well known firm of A. Weitzen­
korn & Sons makes this sale a vital necessity. It forces the remaining members of this firm to dis­
pose of the gigantic stock so that the same may be converted into cash, a large portion of which must 
be paid to the outgoing partner. This money must be raised as quickly as possible, and in order to 
accomplish this result we have reduced the prices to a figure that the public will be glad to pay. In 
fact, nothing in the way of bargains will be spared to make this the greatest sale the people of this 
valley has had an opportunity to take advantage of for many a day. Our reputation of the past will 
be sustained in this great event. It will be a sale of all Dew goods at a bona fiide reduction in price.
Everything will come under the hammer, including the highest 
grade of Men’s and Young Men’s Suits, W inter Overcoats, Raincoats, 
Trousers, Children’s Suits, Reefers, etc.
Coupled with extraordinary bargains in the clothing department 
we will allow
Discount on all Hats, Furnishings, 
Boys’ Knee Rants, Etc.2 0  P « r  Cent-
Remember the day and date—Saturday, January 2, at 9 A. M.
NO CAR FARE PAID DURING THIS SALE.
WEITZENKORNS, -POTTSTOWN.
P ERKIOMEN VALLEYM utual E ire In su ran ce Co. 
o f  M ontgom ery C ounty.
Incorporated May 13, 1871.
Insures Against Fire and Storm.
INSURANCE IN FORCE, 111,000,000.
Office o f  th e  C om pany :
COLLEGE VILLE, PA. 
A. D. FETTEROLF. 8 h c k b t a b t .
H. W. KRATZ, President,
Norristown, Pa.
Regular office day of the Secretary, Thurs­
day of each week ; also every evening.
FARM ERS,
Heré is what you need.
There is no time like the 
present to assure yourself of 
good crops for the future, es­
pecially as your prosperity is 
measuréd by the crops you pro­
duce. .
There is only one way to as­
sure bounteous crops, and that 
is by using sufficient plant food. 
If your manure does not reach, 
you cannot afford to buy stable 
manure; it is too expensive. 
You should therefore use the 
best Animal Bone Fertilizer ob­
tainable.
Our goods are sold entirely 
on their own merits, and where 
once used, always used.
We guarantee the different 
grades to be in perfect mechani­
cal condition, and to produce 
results.
A fair trial will convince. 
Manufactured by JACOB 
TRINLEY, Linfield, Montgom­
ery County, Pa., and for salè 
by
H . T. HUN NICKER,
Iron b rld ge. P a. 
JL K . CLEMMEK A  HON,
Spring  M ount, Pa. 
FRANK BARNUT,
G reen L ane, P a . 
HILLEGASS A  KRAUSE,
P ennsbnrg, Pa. 
JOHN H . FARINGEE,
K 1>. No. it, N orristow n, P a.
N O N E  B E T T E R  T H A N  
T H E  B E S T .
And They Can Always be Found Here
New Fall and Winter
^ SHOES. •
Reasonably Priced, prevail in our splen­
didly stocked departments for
Men, Women, B oys and Children
Girls’ serviceable School Shoes, wdll 
wearing soles, 85c., $1.00, $1.25.
Boys’ strong School Shoes, $1.00, $1.25, 
and $1.50.
Men’s Dress Shoes, Box Calf, Vici Kid 
and Shining Leathers, $2.00, $2.50, $300.
Weitzenkorn’s Foremost Shoes, $3.00, 
$3.50, and $4.00, guaranteed to wear.
Women’s Solid Everyday Shoes, $1.2 
and $1.50.
Ladies’ Wool-lined Shoes, 75c., 93c, 
and $1.25.
Ladies’ Dress Shoes, $1.25, $1.50, a! 
styles.
Ladies’ Extra Fine Sunday Shoes, $2.« 
$2.50 and $3.00. All leathers and styles.
Im portant Notice.“*>Tbe “ RED CROSS” Shoes for Ladies
is sold exclusively by us. I t bends with the foot. Comfort and wear
guaranteed.
W E I T Z E N K O R N ’S , 141 H IG H  ST REET , P O T T S T O W N .
f ß f  POTTSTOWN’S LARGEST SHOE STORE.
----- USE CULBERT’S —
DIARRHCEA MIXTURE
Will cure your Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Cholera Morbns, and all bowel troubles.'
Best Tooth Powder, 10 Cents a Box. : Corn Cure, 10 Gents a Bottle.
FINE BOX PAPER ALWAYS ON HAND AT
**  C U L B E R T ’S  D R U G  S T O R E ,  I
C O L L E G E V IL L E , P A  . j j
C O L L E G E V IL L E
Marble and Granite Works
H. L. S A Y L O R , Prop.
All kinds of Cemetery Work in Plain 
aiM Artistic Designs. All Work guar­
anteed. Estimates furnished.
M ain  St. Collegeville.
Tlie INDEPENDENT is a first-class advertis­
ing medium in the middle section of Montgomery 
county. If you have anything to sell—no matter 
what—it w ill pay you to advertise in this paper.
